City of Cambridge

Special Meeting

June 10, 2010

7:00 p.m.

A special meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on June 10, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. The purpose of this special meeting was to have a workshop on the City right of way landscaping and beautification on Highway 95 & 71.  Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell, Nina Hawkins, and Carson Kindall.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, and Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton.  Patrons present were Chuck Strickland, Mark Loveland, Tammy Holman, Ron Stanford, Judy Walters, Ben Thomason, Betty Erberich, Kay VanOrder, Sandy Nudo, JoAnn Hemenway, Sandra Hansen, Misty Waldo, Jack Marvin, Allyssa Marvin, Nick Petitmermet, Thel Pearson, Patti Williams, Debbie Tubbs, Rick Henderson, Gary Franklin, Creed Noah, Jeri Bemis, Jennifer Neider, David Neider, Verl Cate, Don Dopf, and Kay York.

Mayor Nanette Rhodes explained to patrons how the meeting would be run.  She told them that the council was conducting a workshop and wanted input from patrons.  The meeting is not a public hearing but the council would still like to have each patron wanting to speak state his or her name at the beginning.

Most all patrons present voiced their opinion pro or con concerning the ROW landscaping and beautification on Highway 95 & 71 mainly regarding the Central Business District.  The main topics included the removal of trees, concerns of businesses that trees were blocking signs and buckling asphalt/concrete, need for beautification, alternatives to trees such as planters, benches, or planting smaller decorative trees.  The idea of having an Arborist or Master Gardener look at the current trees and give some advice on the possibilities of pruning up or down or removal were also presented.  Discussion was held regarding the previous LID that was attempted to be formed for the purpose of ROW landscaping and beautification on Highway 95 & 71 including sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.  The LID never was actually funded but the previous findings are still on file at City Hall.  Letters of input were presented from Cambridge Lumber and The Cambridge Commercial Club and read (see attached).  Patrons all agreed they saw each side of the issues and hoped that everyone could cooperate to come up with a workable plan.  The City Council appreciated the input of patrons and will be discussing this topic at their regular city council meeting on June 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Adjourn – With no more discussion the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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