City of Cambridge

Special Meeting

April 15, 2013
7:00 p.m.

A special meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on April 15, 2013 at Cambridge City Hall. The purpose of this special meeting was to consider a proposal for building on city property at the Cambridge Rodeo Grounds and grant applications.  Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cy Wert, Nina Hawkins, and Mary James   Jeff Chance was absent.  Also present was Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Judy Mecham Secretary/Treasurer of the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Guy Amidon, Chris Braun, Harvey Braun, Clint Gibson, and Kevin Papineau
Mayor Rhodes opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  She welcomed everyone to the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor Rhodes turned the floor over to Judy Mecham, Secretary/Treasurer of the Cambridge Rodeo Association.  She showed the council a plan of the proposed improvement project drawn up by Harvey and Chris Braun.  Guy Amidon explained the asphalt part of the project.  His bid is good for one year.  Kevin Papineau and Judy Mecham explained their part of the project that includes the Powder River bid replacing all pens and the roping chute.   Harvey Braun explained the Fairboards five year improvement plan.  He said they are finishing up an ADA approved bathroom at the moment and would like to have a tie in with an ADA access to both sets of restrooms to be used by the rodeo and fairgrounds.  Kevin Papineau said Idaho Power Co. will also be doing some upgrades by moving some poles and extending the main line.  It is a feeder project but it is not on this bid at the time.  Judy reported that they found out that the block grant they were considering wouldn’t be a possibility because the income survey level for low to medium households is at 50.7% for the city and it has to be at 51% and they won’t round up.  HUD is also a problem.  They may have to look at a Gem Grant, Parks & Recreation grant, ADA grant, or an USDA Rural Development grant.  The grant will have to be done by the city as the city owns the land and the Cambridge Rodeo Association leases it.   Ernie Houghton the city Public Works Superintendent explained that the city has completed a Wastewater Facility Master Plan to meet EPA regulations.  The city is in violation of EPA requirements and has to correct the problem or it will be fined.  The city will need to acquire the county owned hay field NE of the lagoons to do the project.  The city is proposing to the county to swap the hay field for the rodeo grounds.   The city will need to meet EPA/DEQ setback requirements.  Trailer parking is a concern for the Cambridge Rodeo Association and a possible long term lease may need to be considered.  Discussion was held concerning the implications this swap might have on all stakeholders 
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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