City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

October 12, 2015
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on October 12, 2015 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Verl Cate, and Jeff Chance.  One councilmember position is still vacant.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Jim Birdsall, Thel Pearson, and Jon Anderson.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Jeff Chance led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of the regular city council meeting and special city council meeting, and approve payment of bills). Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that all items to report are on the agenda and will be addressed then.
Wastewater Improvement Project - Engineering Payment Application #10, Contractor Payment Application #3, Contractor Change Order #3, and Phase 1 Additional Funding Application – Discussion was held concerning the above items.  Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering answered questions.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve the Engineering Payment Application #10, Contractor Payment Application #3, and Contractor Change Order #3.  Verl Cate seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  When we have numbers from the contractor on sludge removal in about a week, the city can move forward with the additional funding application with USDA.
LHTAC 2017 Funding Application – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering explained the possibility of applying for funding for signs.  The City of Cambridge can’t apply for construction funds this year since they were recently awarded for the 4th Street project.  The cost to have Holladay Engineering submit an application would be capped at $500.00.  After some discussion Verl Cate made a motion seconded by Jeff Chance to have Holladay Engineering submit an application for the city for a sign grant to LHTAC.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.
ITD Community Choices Sidewalk & Drainage Improvements Project Including Trees & Lighting – Discussion was held on trees and lighting in the Central Business District.  New information on the current trees from Gerry Bates from South Idaho Community Forestry Program was addressed.  His facts and findings were discussed. The council reviewed the mayor’s new layout with trees and lighting.  It included approx. 7 trees on each side placed mainly at property lines and also placement for temporary planters that hopefully could eventually be decorative lighting with planters.  The council directed the mayor to continue to move forward with the ideas on trees and lighting and have another community meeting.
ICDBG Wastewater Phase 2 – Jim Birdsall – Jim Birdsall reported that the city will need to amend the schedule before a grant agreement is issued.  This schedule will depend on the timing for completion of Phase 1.  He also reported that he met with City Clerk Sandra McKee to discuss about how the funds would need to be tracked and taken care of.  The environmental assessment is awaiting comment.
USDA RD Water Facility Plan Grant – The city is waiting on possible funding to be available before submitting application any further.  Discussion was held on electronic meter reading to be included in the grant as well.
Cycle Oregon Grant Application – Public Works Superintendent explained the plan for restrooms to be built at the city park if a grant could be obtained.  Kim Braun Construction Services has given us a ballpark figure for construction of around $34,000.  An estimate should be received soon.  City Clerk Sandra McKee will work on putting the grant application together.

Abandonment of 1st Street North of Rush Creek – Set Public Hearing – After some discussion concerning the part of 1st Street to be abandoned Verl Cate made a motion to hold a public hearing on November 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. prior to the regular meeting for Abandonment of 1st Street North of Rush Creek.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rhodes will be recusing herself on this matter due to conflict of interest (her sister is the one petitioning for the abandonment).  Council President Cy Wert will conduct the hearing.
Waive Building Permit Fees for Washington County Fairgrounds Small Animal Barn – R & M Steel has donated a steel building for a small animal barn to the Washington County Fairgrounds.  The Fairboard has asked if the city would consider waiving the building permit fees.  Washington County has agreed to not bill the city for inspections of the building which part of the fees are used for.  Cy Wert made a motion to waive the building permit fee for the Washington County Fairgrounds Small Animal Barn and Jeff Chance seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on with Cy Wert and Jeff Chance aye and Verl Cate abstaining due to conflict of interest.  The motion passed.
Adjourn – Verl Cate made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jeff Chance seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:29 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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