City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

October 11, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on October 11, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Nina Hawkins, Rob Vowell, and Carson Kindall.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Ben Thomason of WCSO, Matt Thomas of WCSO, Mike Strange, Chuck Strickland, Jack Marvin, Misty Waldo, and Mike Campbell.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Councilmember Rob Vowell led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting September 13, 2010, approve payment of bills).  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that LHTAC Investment Program Funding and LHTAC Federal-Aid Incentive Program STP-2011 applications deadlines would be coming up.  He asked the council if they were interested in applying for either or both of these.  The council will consider them and put them on the agenda for the November meeting.

Seepage Testing at Lagoons – Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton reported that final results of the seepage testing have not been received from Strata yet.

Mike Strange – Proposal for City Law Enforcement Officer  - Mike Strange presented the council with a proposal for the City of Cambridge to have it’s own police department and law enforcement officer.  He presented the council with a list of reasons why one would be beneficial as well as a petition of business owners in favor of more law enforcement.  Their main concerns were traffic violations and violation of the city compression brake ordinance.  Mike Strange also presented a budget he had prepared to the council regarding costs.  Councilmember Kindall stated he had looked into whether any other cities our size in Idaho had their own police force and he did not find any except Albion having a resident deputy.  Mike Strange mentioned had asked about donations from other departments including Parma, Payette, and Weiser for a car and equipment.  Mayor Rhodes and councilmembers Kindall and Hawkins stated that there just weren’t funds in the budget to support a police department.  No motion was made on the proposal.

Water and Sewer Rates – Discussion was held on water and sewer rates to set for the resolution, which will be presented.  Councilmembers all seemed to like Mayor Rhodes #4 option.  This put the base rate higher and left the usage rate only changed by one cent.

Resolution #R2-2010 – Water and Sewer Fees – Rob Vowell made a motion to introduce and read Resolution #R2-2010 with the rates of $29.35 in the blank for water fees (rates) monthly base rate zero gallons and .92 cents for the rate per 1,000 gallons.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rob Vowell then read Ordinance #R2-2010 in full.  Rob Vowell then made a motion to pass Resolution #R2-2010 under suspension of rules and regulations one reading.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  Clerk Sandra McKee took a roll call vote with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion and resolution passed unanimously.

Rob Vowell made a motion to introduce and read Resolution #R2-2010 amendment.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rob Vowell read Resolution #2-2010 amendment.  The amendment stated in those months the meter is not physically read, a 5,000-gallon usage will be assumed.  Rob Vowell then made a motion to pass Resolution #R2-2010 Amendment under suspension of rules and regulations one reading.  The motion was seconded by Carson Kindall.  Clerk Sandra McKee took a roll call vote with Councilmember Kindall aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember Vowell aye, and Councilmember Hawkins aye.  The motion and amendment passed unanimously.

Revisit Mike Strange – Proposal for City Law Enforcement Officer – The council asked to revisit this item as new information received from WCSO liaison Ben Thomason seemed critical.  Sergeant Thomason reported that Mike Strange had already taken possession of a police car donated by the Parma Police Department.  His understanding was that Parma had turned it over to Cambridge and it was in their care including liability.  It had been driven around the town.  If it was in Cambridge’s possession not only would there be liability issues but whoever drove it would be impersonating a police officer etc…  He thought that Parma might have viewed Mike Strange as an employee of Cambridge in turning it over to Cambridge, which is not the case.  It was thought the car needed turned back over to Parma Police Department immediately to relieve any liability issues.  Mayor Rhodes then had Sergeant Thomason call Parma City Police department so they could talk with the Police Chief.  The dispatcher will try to reach the Parma Police Chief and call back.  Nina Hawkins made a motion to table this item until a phone call was received back from Parma.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Ordinance #2-2010 – Use of City Park – Mayor Rhodes presented a draft copy of Ordinance #2-2010 made from the City Code draft Council President Cy Wert had presented along with some additions of her own.  Some discussion was held.  She asked the council to review it for the next meeting.

Revisit Mike Strange – Proposal for City Law Enforcement Officer – Rob Vowell made a motion to take off of the table the proposal for City Law Enforcement Officer as the Chief of Police in Parma had returned the councils call.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rhodes and the City Council talked with the Parma Police chief on speakerphone.  It was decided that WSCO would take the police car to Weiser to be returned to the City of Parma Police Department to do with whatever they want.  Mike Strange returned at 9:18 p.m.  The council asked for the keys to the car so it could be driven to Weiser by the WCSO where the Parma Police Chief will take possession.  It was very valuable to have Sgt. Ben Thomason the liaison for the City of Cambridge from WSCO in attendance to help the council with these issues.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – An update on pruning trees in the business district, park, and at City Hall was given by Mayor Rhodes.  Natural Tree will finish pruning trees on November 12th.  Councilmember Nina Hawkins said she had found some trees to replace those that had been removed.  Carson Kindall offered to dig holes for the trees.  A motion was made to purchase trees to replace the ones taken out for not over $200.00.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease – A draft copy of a possible lease for the City Rodeo Grounds was presented by Mayor Rhodes.  In reviewing the map presented the council noted some changes needed to be made.  Mayor Rhodes will make those changes.  Mayor Rhodes wanted direction from the council.  The council asked that since nothing had been heard yet from the Cambridge Commercial Club that the City get a quote from Moreton and Company on the grounds for liability insurance.  Mayor Rhodes will also forward a copy of the lease to the City attorney for review and Councilmember Kindall will talk with Commercial Club President Nick Petitermet about moving forward with this issue.

Website for City of Cambridge – Christmas Decorations for City - - Rob Vowell made a motion to table items  #10 Website for City of Cambridge and #11 Christmas Decorations for City till next meeting.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Adjourn – Carson Kindall made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Rob Vowell seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 10:30 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

PAGE  
2

