City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

November 12, 2012

7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on November 12, 2012 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Mary James, and Jeff Chance. Matthew Cox was absent.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of HE, Chuck Strickland, Rob Vowell, Ed Schumacher Superintendent of Cambridge School District, Nina Hawkins, Vaughn James, and Ben Thomason of WCSO.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting.  Cy Wert led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of  regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) and to add item #7 on agenda – Address Concerns Regarding Proposed Cell Tower at Cambridge Elementary School.  This addition was added on Friday at 1:00 p.m. after posting as concerns were coming in regarding the matter.  No action will be taken on this item.  Mary James seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering only had items listed separately on agenda so no other report was given.
DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Draft of Facility Plan – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that DEQ approved the Draft Report on October 16.  The Draft Facility Plan should now be presented at a formal public meeting and made available for public review and comment.  Mr. Gehrke suggested scheduling a public hearing as soon as possible.  Mary James made a motion seconded by Jeff Chance to set a public hearing on the Wastewater Facility Planning Draft on December 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.  Andy Gehrke also discussed with the council whether they would like to complete the Environmental Information Document (EID) as part of the grant funding that has already been received.  The grant covers 50% of the cost and it is already factored into the overall cost.  Cy Wert made a motion to have Holladay Engineering to complete the Environmental Information Document.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
DEQ Letter of Interest for Wastewater Loan Funding – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering asked the council if they would like to submit a Letter of Interest for DEQ Wastewater Loan Funding.  DEQ offers low interest loan rates for 30 years and some principal forgiveness.  In talking with DEQ Andy stated they would encourage Cambridge to submit for the loan priority list for FY 2014.  The letter of interest is due by January 4, 2013.    Mary James made a motion seconded by Cy Wert to have Holladay Engineering submit a Letter of Interest on behalf of the City of Cambridge for DEQ Wastewater Loan Funding due January 4, 2013.  The motion was voted on with Cy Wert nay, Mary James nay, and Jeff Chance nay.  The motion did not pass.  The council would like more information to base a decision on including questions regarding alternatives and breaking the project into stages such as doing the collection lines and then the treatment plant.  Mr. Gehrke said he would also have rate information on alternatives for the public hearing.
LHTAC Transportation Funding Application for Local Rural Highway Investment Program – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the deadline for FY2014 applications on LHTAC (LRHIP) Funding is Dec 3, 2012.  Three types of projects are eligible – construction projects $100K max, sign projects 30K max, and transportation plan 50K max.  They are funded from State generated revenue, so there are no federal requirements and no local match.  He suggested that the city should consider applying for a transportation plan as the city does not have one and it would help the city score higher on future funding applications for the construction projects.  After some discussion Mary James made a motion seconded by Cy Wert to apply for LHTAC Local Rural Highway Investment Program (LRHIP) Funding for a transportation plan.  The motion passed unanimously.
Accept Audit for FY2012 – Folke CPA’s P.C. – The completed audit for FY2012 was presented to the council.  Mayor Rhodes read the letter concerning the audit prepared by Auditor Timothy S. Folke.  City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee was commended for her work and the praise given her by the auditor.  Jeff Chance made a motion to accept the Audit for FY2012 for the City of Cambridge.  Mary James seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Address Concerns Regarding Proposed Cell Tower at Cambridge Elementary School – Chuck Strickland addressed the council regarding concerns about the proposed cell tower at the Cambridge Elementary School.  He felt there was not public notice to citizens, there are health and safety concerns, and the tower would decrease property values in the area.  City Clerk Sandra McKee stated she had talked with CSD Clerk Cathy Lakey and she stated it had been on the agenda three times.  Ed Schumacher, the Superintendent of CSD, addressed some of the concerns and stated the school wants to be a good neighbor.  AT&T has submitted a building application to the city and it meets all ordinances so no conditional use permit or variance is required.  The only question before the council is whether they would like to have the cell tower lighted or not.  The current plans do not include a light but the city was told they could petition AT&T to install a light if the city wanted to.  Life flight does land at the Cambridge Elementary School so this might need to be considered.  Jeff Chance stated he was also concerned about low flying aircraft.  After much discussion Mary James made a motion to collect more information on whether AT&T has to be petitioned now on a light or if it could be done at a later time.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Set Meeting Dates for Regular City Council Meetings for 2013 – City Clerk Sandra McKee presented the council with a list of dates for regular meetings of the Cambridge City Council for FY2013.  All dates were the second Monday of the month as set by ordinance except the July meeting being moved to the third Monday of the month instead of the second.  She was concerned that because of the July 4th holiday and having the meeting fall so early in the month that some bills would not be in yet including the Visa statement.  Also the budget is usually presented at that meeting and some final budget figures may not be received that early in the month.  Sandra McKee would like these meeting dates approved and she will publish the meeting dates in the paper and post them at City Hall.  Mary James made a motion to set the meeting dates for FY2013 as written with 2013 on all dates.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
Update Future Land Use and Zoning Maps – Mayor Rhodes reported that the next step was to redo the Comprehensive Plan as zoning is so intertwined in the plan.  Mary James had tried to scan the current comprehensive plan so an electronic copy would be available to edit for a new one but was not successful.  Staff will start working on a new plan especially the statistical and census part and the council needs to work on goals and philosophy.
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jeff Chance seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:25 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

