City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

May 9, 2011

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on May 9, 2011 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell, and Carson Kindall.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Ben Thomason of WCSO, Judy Mecham Secretary of Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc., Bryan Ricker Regional Director for U.S. Senator Mike Crapo, Nina Hawkins (councilmember who resigned April 26, 2011), Matthew Cox (appointed to Council later in meeting), Chuck Strickland, Jeff Chance, Kim Vowell, Stacy Ertel, Grace Ertel, Abbie Vogel, Seth Kamppila, and Levi Morris.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Carson Kindall led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting April 11, 2011, and approve payment of bills).  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering was absent from the meeting as he was out of the office sick today.  Mayor Rhodes reported that Jeff Morf from ITD had contacted her stating that the contractor, Knife River Corporation, has agreed to fix the membrane on the bridge on the Superior St./Mill Rd project sometime this summer.  

DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant – Work is still in progress.

Seepage Testing at Lagoons – DEQ has passed seepage testing for the big pond as well as the 2 smaller ponds approved earlier.  Final payment was made to Strata for seepage testing.  Lagoons are required to be testing every 10 years or if there is a change of conditions to the liner.

Accept Resignation of Councilmember Nina Hawkins – Councilmember Nina Hawkins had submitted her resignation effective April 26, 2011 due to moving her primary residence to Boise.  Carson Kindall made a motion to accept the resignation of Councilmember Nina Hawkins.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rhodes thanked Nina Hawkins on behalf of the council for her service to the City and presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation.

Bryan Ricker Regional Director U.S. Senator Mike Crapo – any Concerns of City & Council – Bryan Ricker the Regional Director for U.S. Senator Mike Crapo introduced himself to the Council and reported he had just held office hours for Senator Crapo at the Cambridge Senior Citizens Center from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Ricker said the he had a steady turnout all day and it was one of the best turnouts so far.  He asked the council if they had any issues or concerns on the federal level he could pass on to Senator Crapo.  Nina Hawkins mentioned that the arsenic levels in the west compared to the national level caused many problems especially when the EPA continues to lower the levels.  Arsenic levels in the west are naturally higher to begin with.  Mr. Ricker said Senator Crapo is aware of this concern and he will pass on our concern as well.  The council also mentioned to Mr. Ricker the Total Maximum Daily Loads for wastewater and not being able to meet new requirements was also an issue to be passed along to Senator Crapo.  Chuck Strickland commented that a Satellite Heliport for our area is needed.  He thought maybe some grant funding could be found.  It is needed for emergency medivac, firefighting, and training.  Mr. Ricker stated he understood the need but knew that Senator Crapo was very concerned with the budget and many budget cuts would need to be made so additional expenses may not be considered at this time but he would pass along the information to Senator Crapo.

City of Cambridge Website – Design Cambridge School District – Mayor Rhodes introduced Levi Morris of Cambridge School District who has designed a website for the City of Cambridge.  She then had Levi show the council his creation on laptops so the council could see the site live.  The website can be assessed at cambridge.id.gov.  The more it is used the more it will have a chance to be able to be searchable.  The council thanked Mr. Morris for his work on the website and Mayor Rhodes presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation and a gift certificate for $25.00 to Hitt Videos for a token of their appreciation for all of his work.

Proposal for Curb Repairs – Public Works Superintendent- Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton presented the council with two proposals for curb repair in the city.  Proposals were received from Kim Braun Construction Services, which included an option for an additional 3rd curb.  The total proposal was $1,882.00.  Verl Cate also submitted a proposal of $1,700.00 for the two curbs and did not include a price for the 3rd curb.  Rob Vowell made a motion to accept the proposal of Kim Braun Construction Services for $1,882.00 for all three curbs.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease – A final draft of the lease with the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. was presented.  Representing the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. was Secretary, Judy Mecham.  She stated that the Rodeo Association was in favor of this final copy and would be willing to get in signed and notarized this week.  After review Cy Wert made a motion to approve the lease for the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. and have Mayor Rhodes sign the document.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Cambridge Rodeo Association President Kevin Papineau had signed a request from the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. to the Cambridge City Council for a donation to help with costs since the Association would have a significant increase in costs for insurance.  They suggested a donation of $500.00 in their request.  Rob Vowell made a motion to donate $500.00 to the Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. renewable automatically in May annually until stopped.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

The Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. also requested the city approve building permit application #433 for an addition to the food booth by the Cambridge FFA Alumni.  This would be on city property so the city would need to apply for the permit.  The Cambridge Rodeo Association, Inc. had already told the Cambridge FFA Alumni they were in favor of it.  Carson Kindall made a motion for the city to apply for a building permit as presented in building permit application #433.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Poultry in City Limits – Mayor Rhodes asked the council if they wanted to continue pursuing an ordinance on Poultry in the City Limits as the council had been divided on their interest at last meeting and Councilmember Nina Hawkins who had brought the issue forward had now resigned.  The council decided to go ahead with looking into the subject and continue looking at a possible ordinance.  Mayor Rhodes will work on that from her notes from a previous meeting.

Vacancy on City Council – Councilmember Nina Hawkins resigned from the Cambridge City Council effective April 26, 2011.  This created a vacancy on the council.  Mayor Rhodes presented the council with the name of Matthew Cox to be appointed to the council until the next city election.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve the appointment of Matthew Cox to the Cambridge City Council.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  City Clerk Sandra McKee gave the oath of office to Matthew Cox and he took his seat on the council.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – Discussion was held concerning the City ROW plan.  Carson Kindall presented information on lighting.  We currently have cobra head lighting with high-pressure sodium bulbs in the main business block.  The bulbs are eventually becoming a thing of the past with all of the new technology.  He suggested we might want to keep the clamshells but change to LED bulbs.  Carson also suggested eliminating the overhead wires but still plan for conduit.  Antique lighting was also discussed.  Councilmember Kindall will continue to look into decorative antique cobras that have LED’s.  He may also try to talk with Idaho Power field representatives for more information and to see if any programs are available.

Rob Vowell discussed sign ordinances with the council.  He had Cascade’s sign ordinance for some ideas as it close in size and proximity to us.  He took suggestions on signage from the council and will look more into different types of sign lighting as well as sidewalk signs.  Cy Wert is still working on sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.  

Adjourn – Matthew Cox made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Rob Vowell seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:45 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

