City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

May 10, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on May 10, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell and Nina Hawkins.  Councilmember Carson Kindall was absent.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Roy Mink – Washington County Commissioner, Ben Thomason of Washington County Sheriff’s Office, Jeff Chance, Chuck Strickland, Kevin Papineau, Kim Vowell, Justin Mink, Douglas Jordan, Betty Erberich, Thel Pearson, and Mark Loveland.  

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Cy Wert led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Rhodes made a special welcome to 5th grader Douglas Jordan who was in attendance for a school project called Box City.  The Mayor also introduced Ben Thomason of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office as the new liaison deputy for Cambridge. He would like to have any city concerns with the Sheriff’s Office or with coverage in the area taken to him to be able to pass on to the Sheriff. He will be attending city council meetings in the future as well.

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular meeting April 12, 2010, and approve payment of bills).

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System - Andy Gehrke of HE reported on the Superior Street/Mill Road Project.  He stated that ITD sent a copy of the change order authorization for the retaining wall (at Lee Shredder’s).  The change order specifies that the project construction must be completed by June 18.  Betty Erberich asked when the silt fence on their property would come down.  Mr. Gehrke commented that he thought the fence would be up a while longer as in most cases it is up quite a while.  He was not sure of a specific date.  Mayor Rhodes noted that the subsiding approach on the south side of the bridge is starting to crack now.  No word has been received as what ITD is going to do to fix this problem.  Mr. Gehrke also reported on the DEQ Wastewater Planning Grant Funds.  The final FY 2011 Priority List has been published by DEQ.  Cambridge is ranked 17 out of 45.  DEQ anticipates funding $250,000 for FY 2011 with about $235,000 awarded initially.  This is approximately the top 11 or 12 at this time.

New Federal Trust Funds – Sidewalks - Andy Gehrke of HE reported he had not been able to find out much information on the New Federal Trust Funds for Sidewalks that were included on the health care bill recently passed. He understands some funding may come to the state but he is not sure if it will be for studies or projects.  He will let us know more information as it is released.

Approval of Seepage Testing – Estimate from Strata – A proposal from Strata, Inc. to provide hydrostatic testing on the existing treatment lagoons at the City of Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant in Cambridge, Idaho (seepage testing) was discussed.  City Clerk Sandra McKee explained that the proposal was only for the first tests to be performed.  If either of the small ponds did not meet standards they would have to be retested and this could possibly cost an additional $2,600 each depending on the status.  This would be in addition to the proposal from Strata, Inc. of $6,500.  Cy Wert made a motion to accept the seepage-testing proposal from Strata, Inc. as per contract.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

City Tax Levy For FY2011 – Discussion was held on the city tax levy for property taxes for FY2011.  Nina Hawkins made a motion to use in the preliminary budget the same dollar figure as last year, which would make a slight increase in the levy rate.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Agreement for Use of Facilities for Polling Place – Washington County  - A contract for the use of Cambridge City Hall as a polling place for the upcoming Primary election on May 25th, 2010 was reviewed.  Rob Vowell made a motion to allow Washington County to use Cambridge City Hall as a polling place on May 25, 2010 as stated in the contract.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Central Business District Hwy 95 ROW Beautification Plan – Discussion was held concerning the ROW on Hwy 95 and that it has been discovered that the City has local jurisdiction over it.  City Clerk Sandra McKee found an executed agreement with the Idaho Transportation Department concerning 4 routes that include Hwy 95 and Hwy 71.  The agreement lays out who is responsible for what concerning these roads and ROW.  In the past Cambridge has told the business owners they were responsible for this area and replanting trees but it has been found that is not how it should be handled.  The council felt that input needed to be obtained from the Cambridge Commercial Club and all business owners on both a short and a long-term plan for these areas.  Nina Hawkins made a motion seconded by Rob Vowell to set a special meeting on June 10th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. for a workshop on a Central Business District Hwy 95 & 71 ROW Beautification.  The motion passed unanimously.  The Mayor will contact all businesses and the Cambridge Commercial Club regarding this meeting.  The clerk will also post it.

Helipad at Washington County Fairgrounds – Water & Sewer Waiver – Discussion was held concerning a helipad at the Washington County Fairgrounds and if the council would grant free water and sewer services under Resolution # R1-2009 to an agency (Washington County) providing emergency services to the City of Cambridge.  Justin Mink representing the Fairboard and Roy Mink a County Commissioner were also present and answered questions and commented on the discussion.  The council suggested that maybe the Fairboard could look to the County for more help or to take another look at their levy as budget time is coming up.  This would put the cost of water and sewer on all county residents and not just the City of Cambridge.  Concerns were also raised on the question of if the County was given free water and sewer for the helipad at the Fairgrounds, if that would qualify others that are only using a small portion of their premises for an emergency service to receive the same.  It was also noted that the previous Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall was thought to have had some type of emergency designation and that might make the situation different.  It was not known what the designation was or who gave the designation.  City Clerk Sandra McKee will look into this issue.  The councilmembers did not want to make a decision right now about an emergency services waiver and would like to keep the item open.  Rob Vowell made a motion to write a letter of support in building a helipad at the Fairgrounds to the County.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  A vote was taken with Rob Vowell aye, Cy Wert aye, and Nina Hawkins nay.  The motion passed.

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease – Discussion was held concerning the Cambridge Rodeo Board lease with the City of Cambridge.  The main problem is liability and making sure that whoever uses the property has insurance.  Support was still given to work with the County on a land swap with the City of Cambridge on this property.  Mayor Rhodes will pursue this avenue with Washington County.  City Clerk Sandra McKee suggested looking into blanket insurance to alleviate the liability problem and that maybe the Rodeo Board could pay the city the same amount they are paying for event insurance right now.  The council asked the City Clerk to look into blanket insurance.  The council will wait for more information before a decision is made.

Lakeshore Disposal Agreement and Dumpsters at Fairgrounds – Discussion was held regarding a new agreement with Lakeshore Disposal.  Lakeshore Disposal was not even aware that an Exclusive Revocable License agreement was made in 1983 and is still in place even though it is outdated.  Cy Wert made a motion for Mayor Rhodes to negotiate a new contract with Lakeshore Disposal with the City writing the first draft.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Mosquito Spraying – Discussion was held regarding the mosquito spraying with Midvale especially regarding legal concerns.  After much discussion Nina Hawkins made a motion to suspend the City mosquito spraying.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rhodes will contact Mayor Myers of Midvale regarding this decision.  Cy Wert will talk with Kim Braun to see if he will fill in the rest of the pond by his property that is City property.  In the past he thought the City property was his as well and dug a pond but since has only filled in the half that really is on his property.  Also the City of Cambridge will still buy the larvicides that Midvale had already bought for Cambridge this year and Cambridge will use them on ponds and the sewer lagoon.  The council also noted that any education regarding mosquitoes for our community would be helpful.  It was suggested maybe SWDH could have information available during Hells Canyon Days.

Adjourn – Nina Hawkins made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Rob Vowell seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:44 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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