City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

March 14, 2011

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on March 14, 2011 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Nina Hawkins, Rob Vowell, and Carson Kindall.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Curtis Wheeler of WCSO, Jeff Chance, Chuck Strickland, Kevin Papineau, and Thel Pearson.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and the Cy Wert led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Nina Hawkins made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting February 14, 2011, approve minutes of special city council meeting February 23, 2011, and approve payment of bills).  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering was not present.  There was not any new information to report.

DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant – No new information to report.

LRHIP Grant Application 2012 – 4th Street Project – No new information to report.

Seepage Testing at Lagoons – Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton reported that Strata had submitted the information for the large pond to DEQ.  There is still some erratic data from testing equipment.  DEQ has asked for clarification and additional information on the large pond and Strata will be resubmitting the big pond this week to DEQ.  Strata had sent a bill for the final billing on the seepage testing.  Discussion was held whether to pay the bill now or not.  Rob Vowell made a motion to pay Strata the final payment if the large pond passes.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Commercial Club Request for Street Closures Hells Canyon Days- The Commercial Club request was presented for street closures.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve the request of the Cambridge Commercial Club to close North Superior Street from the intersection of Hwy 95 in front of the Pioneer one block east to the intersection of Superior and McKinley on Saturday, June 4, 2011 from the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. for the 14th Annual Hells Canyon Days Car Show & Shine.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

City of Cambridge Website – Design Cambridge School District – Mayor Rhodes reported that Levi Morris of CHS is the one working on the website.  The Mayor presented a sample copy of what had been done so far.  It is hoped the website will be done by this summer.

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease – Kevin Papineau President of the Cambridge Rodeo Board said that the attorney changes looked ok to him.  The City still needs a list for Exhibit B to be attached to the Lease.  The Cambridge Rodeo Board will be meeting the end of the month and will come up with Exhibit B to present to the council and approve the lease.  It was noted in discussion that the beer-catering permit needs to come from the City not from the County in order to comply with State law.

Poultry in City Limits – Councilmember Nina Hawkins presented a proposal and draft ordinance to allow up to 6 chicken hens in the city limits. Much discussion was held both for and against the proposal.  The Council asked Nina if she could get more information and ordinances from other cities to present at the next meeting.

Christmas Decorations for the City- Mayor Rhodes stated that this item had been tabled previously to the March meeting.  She asked the council to table this item indefinitely for now.  Rob Vowell made a motion to table Christmas Decorations indefinitely.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

PERSI Employer Contributions – Mayor Rhodes presented a proposal for irregular contributions to PERSI for employees Ernie Houghton and Sandra McKee to help make up for a small amount of what they might have had for retirement due to inaccurate information 20 years prior whereas they could have been enjoying PERSI benefits all of this time.  After much discussion Rob Vowell made a motion to make three irregular contributions to each employee with one third of their amount being contributed after the city is approved for PERSI membership, 1/3 at the end of this budget year if possible (to be looked at by council at the end of the budget year), and 1/3 paid from the budget of FY 2012. These funds are to be taken out of the general fund and the sewer fund at a split of 50/50.   The total to be split into thirds for Ernie Houghton is $14,000.00 and the total to be split into thirds for Sandra McKee is $2,000.00.  This is a grand total contribution of $16,000.00.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – Discussion was held concerning the City ROW plan.  Ernie Houghton presented a street ROW inventory for the Central Business District.  The council decided that their theme for the ROW plan would be old country.  Councilmember Rob Vowell talked about signage.  Stamped concrete instead of pavement from the sidewalks to the curb in the Central Business District was suggested.  Under lighting it was thought that we might want to find out more information about new bulbs and their efficiency before lighting is discussed further.  Benches and flowers were discussed.  The council thought they might like to make standards for benches and flowers but allow property owners to do this if they want but not make it mandatory.

Adjourn – Carson Kindall made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:50 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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