City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

March 10, 2014
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on March 10, 2014 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Mary James, Verl Cate, and Jeff Chance.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, and Tom Anderson a Washington County Commissioner.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Mary James led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Mary James made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) with the addition to the agenda of #5  Flooding on Weiser River and #6 Tom Anderson Washington County Commissioner Report & Questions with the following agenda items renumbered from there.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that judicial confirmation had been completed successfully.  USDA RD issued a funding eligibility letter on March 7, 2014 offering 75% grant and 25% loan.  This would be about $1,762,000 in grant and $520,000 in loan (40 year term, 2.5% interest). 

Community Choices for Idaho Grant – The council reviewed the State/Local Agreement for the Community Choices of Idaho project key #14345.  The council had a few questions regarding the agreement.  Andy Gehrke of Holladay will try to get us more information.  This item will be on the agenda for the special meeting being scheduled.
USDA Rural Development Funding Wastewater – Carol Garrison – USDA Rural Development has offered the city a 75% grant ($1,762,000) and a 25% loan ($520,000).  In order to get a 75% grant the city will need to contribute  $118,000 towards the project.  We need to give USDA Rural Development a letter verifying the city’s commitment to contribute $118,000 to the project.  In discussion with Carol Garrision, the city will need to hold a special meeting in order to approve the contract.  She would like to hold it on March 31 at 7:00 p.m.  Jeff Chance made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter to USDA Rural Development committing the city to contribute$118,000 toward the USDA Rural Development Wastewater System Improvement Project.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The Mayor will call a special meeting on March 31, 2014 @ 7:00 p.m. to approve the contract with USDA Rural Development and also the State/Local Agreement on the Community Choices for Idaho Grant.
Flooding on Weiser River – An update regarding flooding on the Weiser River was given as today the river was over flood stage and causing flooding problems in the area including the city.  Mayor Rhodes had met this afternoon with Steve Domby the Disaster Services Coordinator for Washington County, Dean Page Cambridge Fire Chief, and a gentlemen from National Weather Services.  Some evacuations had become necessary in the area.  The city lagoons are barely keeping up with the inflow.  Conditions aren’t quite as bad as the 1997 flood but are the closest since.  The river is expected to crest about between 8 p.m. and 11 p.m. tonight and then start going down.  Hopefully this will be the case.
Tom Anderson Washington County Commissioner Report & Questions – Tom Anderson thanked the council for working with the county and other taxing districts.  He was glad the county was able to do the transfer of land for the city.  A generator at the Exhibit Hall was discussed.  The old one from the jail ended up not working out.  He mentioned there would be some changes on the Planning and Zoning Commission in the future.  Mr. Anderson doesn’t expect the county to increase taxes.  The status with Cow Creed Road was also discussed.  He reported that Kirk Chandler is now the Chairman of the Washington County Commissioners as Rick Michael had resigned that position.  Law enforcement in the upper country was also discussed.  He thought that the commissioners will be looking at budgeting for more officers this year.  He encouraged the city to have Sheriff Matt Thomas come to a council meeting to discuss the city’s concerns.

Review City Water & Sewer Code – The council reviewed the revisions made in section 3 to the proposed water and sewer ordinances.  The proposed ordinances will be sent to the attorney for review and a summary made to publish.  These ordinances will be on the agenda for the next meeting.
Surplus Property – Resolution #1-2014 Surplus Property was discussed.  Mary James made a motion to introduce and read Resolution #1-2014 Surplus Property by title only under suspension of rules and regulations.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  City Clerk Sandra McKee took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye, Councilmember James aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mary James then read Resolution #1-2014 by title only.  Mary James made a motion to pass Resolution #1-2014 under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only.  Verl Cate seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye. Councilmember James aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion and resolution passed unanimously.
.  
Cooperative Agreement For Maintenance of State Hwy US 95 & SH 71 With ITD – Mayor Rhodes reported that a new agreement with the changes that were discussed with ITD had still not been received yet.
Review and Set Public Hearing for Ordinance #4-20014 – Commercial Rezone  -                    Discussion was held concerning setting a public hearing for the proposed Commercial Rezone.  Mary James made a motion seconded by Jeff Chance to set a public hearing for Monday, April 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. prior to the regular council meeting at City Hall. The motion passed unanimously.  Public hearing notices will also be mailed to all political subdivisions and mailed with all utility bills.  It will be published in the paper in a display ad as there are so many property owners involved.  Four large signs will post the property on all four sides.  Mary James will contact Cindy Dyer to have it put on the reader board at the entrance of town as well.
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:37 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

