City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

June 14, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on June 14, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell, Nina Hawkins, and Carson Kindall.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Jeff Chance, Chuck Strickland, Debbie Warren, Gail James, Vaughn James, Harvey Braun, and Chris Braun.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Nina Hawkins led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Consent Agenda – Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the additions of under current agenda #4 Approval of Street Maintenance for Asphalt Work – reason is the bid was just received today from KBCS and #14 Alcoholic Beverage Licenses – Beer & Wine not on premises – transfer City Market to Loveland’s General Store – the reason to add to agenda after posting requirements is that Loveland’s State of Idaho permit was received Saturday after agenda deadline.  Would like to add to the agenda as it is just a transfer and Washington County was willing to add it to their agenda today as well so Loveland’s could start selling as they have been unable to for 3 weeks. The motion passed unanimously (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular meeting May 10, 2010, and approve payment of bills).

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System - Andy Gehrke of HE reported that on the wastewater system Ernie has scheduled with STRATA for seepage testing this summer.  He will report on the Superior Street/Mill Rd Project on the next agenda item.

Superior St./Mill Rd Project Update and Additions – Andy Gehrke of HE reported that ITD is evaluating any remaining project budget and repairs for the dip at the bridge approach.  Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton reported on his meeting with Toby Warner of Knife River and Jim Justice of ITD concerning repairing the dip at the approach to the bridge and flooding concerns at the Rush Creek Bridge recently.  See summary of conversation dated June 3, 2010 for details.  ITD plans on fixing the dip soon and may have Knife River do the work when they are up this way.  They will cut the asphalt and redo it properly.  ITD is finding funding for us to cover this as the inspector had already approved the project so Knife River may not be responsible for it.   City Clerk Sandra McKee also noted a fax received from ITD recently stated now we either owe approx. $7,800 or they owe us $7,800.  The fax was very unclear and hopefully ITD can clarify the fax for us soon.

Approval of Street Maintenance for Asphalt Work- Ernie Houghton requested the council consider 3 different asphalt patches in the City.  They are in the area of 1. Hughes/Holmes 2.Voelker/Hathhorn 3. Across Rush Creek Bridge at intersection.  Mr. Houghton explained that the City only has approx $3,600 left in street maintenance but would like the council to consider using the budget of $10,000 on Superior St./Mill not used yet in this fiscal year for the repairs.  The bid from KBCS for all three spots is $11,800.00.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve all three asphalt patches and use the money budgeted for Superior St./Mill Rd to pay for it.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Request for Farmers Market with Craft and Home Business Items in Park – Chris Braun & Debbie Warren – The Cambridge Commercial Club represented by Chris Braun, Debbie Warren, and Gail James requested use of the City park for a farmers market on Saturday’s from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. from mid June to mid October weather permitting.  They would also like to see crafts and home business to be allowed along with their farmers market.  After much discussion Nina Hawkins made a motion to allow the Cambridge Commercial Club to use the City Park for a farmers market, crafts, and home businesses on Saturday’s from 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. from mid June to mid October weather permitting on a trial basis for one year.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Use of City Park – All Aspects – After some discussion concerning uses for the City Park including reservations, amplification, vendors, etc.  Mayor Rhodes suggested that maybe a council member might like to work on a first draft of a park ordinance.  Council President Cy Wert offered to work on a first draft of a park ordinance.  Weiser’s park ordinance that was included in council packets can be used as a guideline if needed.

Helipad at Washington County Fairgrounds – Water & Sewer Waiver and Letter of Support – Discussion was held concerning sites for a helipad in Cambridge.  A recent Life Flight landing had taken place at a site on North Railroad on the FWRT property.  It was thought that maybe this site would make a better site than the proposed site at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  Research would need to be done of the possibilities of this site.  City Clerk Sandra McKee also noted that the Water Fund is still running in a deficit and approximately $30,000 would have to be transferred from the General Fund to the Water Fund in the next FY budget of 2011.  After some discussion Rob Vowell made a motion to rescind his previous motion to write a letter of support to Washington County.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The City had not received a request in writing from the county for a water waiver so no action will be taken until a request is received in writing.

2009/10 Independent Audit Agreement – Folke CPA’s, P.C. – Nina Hawkins made a motion to approve Folke CPA’s, P.C. 2009/10 Independent Audit Agreement.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 – Much discussion was help on the City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 & 71 especially concerning the Central Business District.  The main concern at this point was the trees in the ROW of the Central Business District.  It was suggested maybe an Arborist could give an opinion on the trees before a plan is put together and any decisions are made.  A full plan is needed for all ROW on Hwy 95 & 71 in the City boundary.  Patrons noted concern having the council delay a request by Mark Loveland to remove the one tree covering signs at Loveland’s General Store.  Rob Vowell made a motion to allow the Mayor to give the ok to Mark Loveland to remove the one tree (pink flowering) after the consultation with an arborist depending on their recommendations.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Approve Request Cambridge Fire Department for Annual 4th of July Fireworks Show – 
Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the request for the Cambridge Fire Department for the Annual 4th of July Fireworks Show.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease and Land Swap Proposal with Washington County – Discussion was held on a proposal to exchange land with Washington County.  The City would like to exchange the developed Rodeo Arena and the immediate surrounding grounds, not including the field to the southeast.  The city would retain the access road to the City’s sewer lagoons and the two water meters located on the east side of the access road.  Water charges then would not be incurred every month from these meters but possibly sold on a bulk rate during events.  Washington County would exchange for the fields above and adjacent to the City of Cambridge’s sewer ponds.  A proposal to Washington County dated June 14, 2010 is included in the packet.  Nina Hawkins made a motion to have the Mayor approach Washington County with the proposal.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  This land exchange may make a difference how a Rodeo Board Lease is done so the council would like to wait till next month to discuss the Rodeo Board Lease further.  

Lakeshore Disposal Agreement – The City is currently still working on gathering other cities agreements to use as a boilerplate for a draft to be presented to Lakeshore Disposal. 

Mosquito Abatement – It was reported that the City Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton had treated the Sewer Lagoons with larvicides in May.  Another treatment will be done 6 weeks from the first one.  The council discussed mosquitoes from private ponds.  Owners of private ponds are to be encouraged to treat their ponds as well as anyone with standing water.  Carson Kindall offered to talk with Kristie Kanady regarding their large pond to see if they would be willing to treat it.  Cy Wert reported that he had talked with Kim Braun and he said he is gradually filling in the pond near his property that is owned by the City.  There is still some standing water in the pond.  Ernie Houghton said he would be sure to treat this pond with dunks as well.  Discussion was held regarding any further mosquito spraying program.  The council wondered if there were any local certified people in our area.  It was thought that Roy Braun or Ferrel Crossley may be or may know of someone that may be certified.  Carson Kindall will contact them regarding mosquito spraying and licensing.

Alcoholic Beverage Licenses – Beer & Wine Not On Premises – Transfer from City Market to Loveland’s General Store – A request for transfer of Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for Beer & Wine from City Market to Loveland’s General Store was presented.  All documentation is in place and the transfer fees paid.  Rob Vowell made a motion to approve the Alcoholic Beverage License transfer for beer and wine not on premises from City Market to Loveland’s General Store.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Proposed Budget for FY 2011 – City Clerk Sandra McKee presented proposed budgets on the General Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, and Museum Fund for FY2011.  In the General Fund it was noted that all of the State Highway Users Revenue is budgeted for street maintenance.  No mosquito spraying is budgeted in the General Fund as the treatment for the sewer lagoons is budgeted out of the Sewer Fund.  A new line item for ROW on 95 & 71 was budgeted in the amount of $10,000 as well as another $10,000 budgeted on the Superior Street/Mill Rd Project in case the City owes any additional on the project.  The capital projects budget is significantly increased mainly due to the auditor’s transfers at the end of last fiscal year increasing the General Fund.  Property tax dollars were presented to stay the same.  The General Fund also shows a transfer to the Water Fund in the amount of $30,000.  The Water Fund is running in a deficit.  The Water Fund budget shows a realistic budget needed for services.  A water rate study will be looked into by Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton to see if a rate increase and how much of one may be necessary.  In the Sewer Fund the cash carryover is down as well as capital projects because of the auditors transfers of cash out of the Sewer Fund to the General Fund at the end of last fiscal year.  This year may also require 2 extra months of sewer discharge so that will increase expenses in salaries, chemical, wastewater testing, mileage reimbursement, supplies, and repairs and maintenance.  The Museum Fund budget was also presented.  In July a finally proposal will be presented to the council for tentative adoption for the budget hearing to be held in August.

Adjourn – Rob Vowell made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 10:13 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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