City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

June 12, 2017
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on June 12, 2017 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cy Wert, Verl Cate, Jeff Chance, and Jon Andersen.  Also present were Sandra McKee City Clerk-Treasurer, Ernie Houghton Public Works Superintendent, Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers, Jim Birdsall, Lyle Sall, Thel Pearson, Jennifer Neider, and Nina Hawkins.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Jon Andersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of the regular city council meeting & special city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

HECO Engineers Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering stated that all information with updates is included in individual agenda items to follow.
Community Choices of Idaho Sidewalk & Drainage Project – Scope of Services for Construction Engineering, Inspection & Sampling – T-O Engineers, Inc. and Estimated Costs, Bid Results, and Notice of Award -   Councilmember Verl Cate recused himself from this agenda item stating conflict of interest.  Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the Notice of Award was issued to Braun-Jensen, Inc. for the base bid and contract documents have been prepared for approval.  ITD is reviewing contract documents for construction administration by T-O Engineers.  Jeff Chance made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign documents - Construction Contract Agreement with Braun-Jensen, Inc. and the Notice to Proceed.  Jon Andersen seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously with Verl Cate not voting as he had recused himself.  The council instructed the Mayor that if any funds remain after the base bid to negotiate with Braun-Jensen, Inc. on completing a portion of sidewalk in additive alternate #2 in front of city hall and more if any funds are left.
Wastewater Improvement Project Phase 2 – Progress Report #13, Pay Application #15, and Warrington Payment Application #1 –  Andy Gehrke reported that the plans and specifications for the additional work were submitted on May 25 to DEQ and RD with a PER amendment letter.  DEQ required a separate PER.  A separate PER was prepared and submitted on June 8 to DEQ and RD.  After review and discussion Jeff Chance made a motion to approve Progress Report #13, HECO Pay Application #15, and Warrington Pay Application #1.  Jon Andersen seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Public Works Superintendent Report on NPDES Violations – Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton reported to the council on NPDES violations.  The City of Cambridge continues to be in violation on our NPDES permit for BOD and TSS each month the city is discharging.  The city was in violation before the current wastewater project as well and wanted the council to be aware we still are.  The wastewater project mainly addressed the collection system, sludge removal, and adding aerators at the lagoons.  This is just the first step in trying to correct the violations.  The wastewater master plan has many options and steps and the city has just completed the very beginning of these to try to show EPA we are trying to correct the violations.  He wanted the council to be aware of the status on the NPDES permit violations.  It was noted that now with the current project we are able to collect more data.  Andy Gehrke said that HECO will review the data after things have been fully functional for a while.
Review Fees Including Raising Bulk Water Fees and Set Public Hearing –   Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton asked the council to consider raising the bulk water fee.  Currently it is $5.00 per thousand gallons and he would like to see it raised to $50.00 per 1,000 gallons.  Because of the city’s cheap price which hasn’t been raised for years, contractors are starting to want to come to Cambridge for water and haul it long distances for projects because it still makes it cheaper.  Council charges $100.00 per 1,000 gallons. After some discussion Jeff Chance made a motion to set a public hearing on July 10 at 7:00 p.m. regarding raising bulk water fees to $50.00 per 1,000 gallons and to mention how multipliers are used in the fee resolution, put a star after base rate and in sentence at bottom of rates to say “*A 5,000-gallon usage will be assumed monthly” and to separate and rephrase the building permit fees section to “Washington County will be exempt from permit fees but the county must submit a completed permit application for each project.”  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.   
Siren in Park –   Mayor Rhodes reported that she talked with John Sachtjen, the Chairman of the Cambridge Fire District and he said that the Cambridge Fire Department did own the siren located on city property and they have asked Gary Franklin to maintain it.
Cargo Containers – Discussion was held regarding cargo containers in the city.  In reviewing city code the building inspector said our code is unclear if a foundation is required for accessory structures over 200 square feet.  The council would like to clarify code that a foundation is required for accessory structures over 200 square feet  including cargo containers.  The Mayor will work on clarifying ordinances regarding this and bring it to the council.
Building Permit – Washington County Fairgrounds – Waive Fee – Councilmember Verl Cate recused himself on this item stating a conflict of interest.  It was noted in reviewing the Fee Schedule that last year the council had already put in resolution waiving fees for building permits for Washington County but still requiring a completed permit application.  No further action is needed.
August Solar Eclipse –   The Commercial Club meeting on the eclipse scheduled for June 8th was canceled and has not been rescheduled yet.  The only new information to report was by Sandra McKee that in meeting with Brian Hoffman new area manager of Hardin Sanitation he said that Hardin would be willing to help the city with events and extra containers at no charge.  He said Hardin could help with the eclipse event.  The city will look further into this.  Sandra also noted in talking with Brandie Lincoln the eclipse coordinator for the Cambridge Commercial Club that she was aware of reservations made in the Cambridge area for at least 500 people.  Jeff Chance also noted that in a meeting he had been in with law enforcement that there will be a deputy assigned to just Cambridge on the day of the eclipse.
Sidewalk Ordinance –   Discussion was held.  The council decided to move on and have this item on the agenda again next month as councilmembers were still unsure of how they wanted to address the sidewalk issues.
Preliminary Budget FY 2018 – City Clerk-Treasure Sandra McKee asked the council for some direction in preparing the upcoming budget.  She asked about taking the 3% on property taxes and was instructed to go ahead and work the budget up with those figures.  Sandra told the council she thought the budget would be very similar to last year’s budget with changes for current projects.  The city was over about $9,200 on snow removal this year and we will no longer receive Cable TV franchise fees so that will affect the general fund.  She will have a tentative budget ready for the July meeting.
Adjourn – Jeff Chance made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Verl Cate seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:45 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

     Sandra McKee, City Clerk-Treasurer

   Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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