City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

June 11, 2012

7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on June 11, 2012 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Mary James, and Jeff Chance.  Matthew Cox was absent.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Chuck Strickland, and Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting.  Jeff Chance led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Consent Agenda – Mary James made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills).  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the Draft Report was modified to address City & DEQ comments.  The revised report has been submitted to DEQ.  No word has been heard back yet from DEQ.  Public comments can be requested after DEQ approval for public comment.  A Weiser River WAG meeting was held on May 22, 2012.  At the meeting the group discussed primarily non-point source items such as invasive species, wetland projects, and stream-bank assessment and restoration.  Andy Gehrke attended the meeting in case it included any information that would be useful for the City of Cambridge.  Mr. Gehrke also gave Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton some information on grants & loans from the Corp of Engineers and DEQ as the city may be looking at these types of funding for their wastewater needs.
DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Nothing new.

Idaho State Historical Society – Local Historic Preservation Commission Members for Appointment – The Mayor reported an ad for interested persons to serve on the Historic Preservation Commission will appear in the News-Reporter this week.  She will take applications and will submit names for appointment to be approved by the advice and consent of the council.

Review Preliminary Budget for FY2013 – City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee went over a draft proposed budget for FY2013 on the General Fund.  She went over the proposed revenues, which included a 3% increase on property taxes this year.  The allowed 3% has not been taken for 2 years to help residents keep taxes low.  The council agreed to work up the budget with this change.  Sandra McKee also explained some of the changes in state projected revenue for the city.  She went through some changes in proposed expenditures and showed where she was trying to put more into streets, as the need is great at this time.  Even though proposed figures were not presented the council discussed the water and sewer budget that will be proposed.  The council asked the City Clerk/Treasurer to work up the proposed budget with a 4% increase in water and sewer fees to go into effect Oct 1, 2013.  A resolution for fees will also need to be done.  Sandra McKee will have a proposed budget for FY2013 for all funds ready for the July meeting. 

Draft Zoning Changes for New Ordinance – Mary James made a motion to set a Public Hearing on the Proposed Zoning Changes for Ordinance #4-2012 on July 9, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Discussion was held on the proposed draft zoning changes for a new ordinance.  Some changes were made to the proposed ordinance.  Mary James made a motion seconded by Jeff Chance to set a Public Hearing on the Proposed Zoning Changes for Proposed Ordinance #4-2012 including the changes as discussed for July 9, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – The Mayor explained how a conflict of interest may exist for all councilmembers and staff regarding a sign ordinance.  She had talked to AIC and Attorney Bert Osborn regarding this matter.  Attorney Bert Osborn sees these conflicts as indirect and recommends that all councilmembers, mayor, and staff that have a potential conflict of interest submit a written disclosure of the possible conflict.  The council will then have to vote to accept or reject these conflicts to allow participation and voting on the sign ordinance.  Written disclosures of possible conflicts of interest were submitted in writing by all Councilmembers (Cy Wert, Mary James, Jeff Chance, Matthew Cox), the Mayor Nanette Rhodes, the Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, and City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee.  Mary James made a motion to recognize all conflicts submitted and allow participation to all and voting rights to the council and the mayor if needed.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Some discussion was held regarding a possible sign ordinance and the council will study the issues regarding signs more for the next meeting.    
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:01 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

