City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

July 12, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on July 12, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Nina Hawkins, and Carson Kindall by speakerphone part of meeting and arrived in person at 8:15 p.m. for the remainder of the meeting.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Doug Argo of Holladay Engineering, Ben Thomason with the Washington County Sheriff’s Office, Joe Wrenfroe of Idaho Garboligist, Jeff Chance, Chuck Strickland, David Neider, Jennifer Neider, and Tom Dyer, 

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Mayor Rhodes led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Consent Agenda – Cy Wert made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of special city council meeting June 10, 2010 and minutes of regular city council meeting June 14, 2010, approve payment of bills).  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Doug Argo of HE reported on the Superior Street/Mill Rd Project and the concerns Holladay Engineering has as the engineer of the project as well as the City Engineer for the City of Cambridge.  Three main concerns were raised regarding the construction of the bridge.  These included: 1) settlement of the approach fill at both ends of the bridge; 2) clearance between the bottom of the girders and the floodwaters during the mid June flood event; and 3) the formation of icicles on the underside of the bridge this past winter.  It is understood that issue 1 is being resolved by having the contractor excavate behind the abutments and either replace or re-compact the backfill material as appropriate.  Holladay Engineering will be invited to observe the repairs.  ITD has not indicated any intentions of addressing items 2 and 3.  ITD has already completed a final walk-through of the project and since the leaking though the bridge superstructure was not on the final punch-list the cost of repairing the leak in the bridge would have to be born by the City of Cambridge.  The evidence strongly suggests construction problems with respect to the leakage through the bridge deck.  If there were a warranty period with this construction project, the contractor would likely be fixing the problem.  Holladay Engineering has asked for records of inspection and compaction tests etc… but no documentation has been received to date.  It is understood that the construction contract has not been closed out yet because final punch-list items have not been completed. These are very serious issues for the project and Doug Argo suggested immediate action on behalf of the City of Cambridge to ITD and other government agencies to solicit help with this problem.  Mayor Rhodes will get right on the issue to see what can be done.

Idaho Garboligist – Joe Wrenfrow – Garbage Services in the City – Joe Wrenfrow representing Idaho Garboligist introduced himself and his company.  Idaho Garbologist is a locally owned (Weiser) company that provides services for solid waste collection.  Mr. Wrenfrow expressed his interest in being able to give the City of Cambridge a proposal for services for a franchise agreement.  He also presented the council with a company profile and many references.  The council indicated they would be talking more about garbage services on the next agenda item.

Lakeshore Disposal Agreement – The City Council discussed their previous agreement with Lake Shore Disposal and that it is basically void.  They discussed putting out a proposal for services to both Lake Shore Disposal and Idaho Garboligisit.  Cy Wert made a motion to request proposals for garbage services for the City of Cambridge from both Lake Shore Disposal and Idaho Garbologist.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The City will come up with a request for proposal (RFP) form to be approved at the next council meeting.

Use of City Park – First Draft of Ordinance – Council President Cy Wert presented a draft copy of proposed code to be used for an ordinance for the use of the City Park.  He stated he took a lot of it from Weiser City Code.  Council members decided they would go over the draft and edit if needed for next meeting.  This item will be on the agenda next month.  Mayor Rhodes thanked Council President Cy Wert for his work on the draft.

Helipad  - Mayor Rhodes read her agenda item report on Helipads into the record.  She thought the City’s position on a helipad-needed clarification.  This item will no longer appear on the agenda.

  I wanted this on the agenda one last time because I thought it needed final clarification.  The City of Cambridge is not in the business of building helipads and has no plans to build one.  The County and Fair Board came before the City, proposing moving the existing landing site at the school and the building of one elsewhere in Cambridge and have stated in Council meeting that they wanted to move the existing landing site from the school regardless of the free water issue.  Since it will be within the City limits, the City of Cambridge has expressed that it would prefer the suggested location off of the Weiser River Trail north of Highway 95 to any other proposed locations due to safety considerations.  It is up to the County to look into and decide on whether or not or even where to build it.  I believe the building of a permanent landing site should be accomplished by Washington County using input from the EMS and the City where it will be located.  The City of Cambridge cannot afford to shoulder the expense of building a helipad that is used by the whole upper country including neighboring Adams County and Council. Idaho.  That rightly falls within the purview of our County government or possibly both Counties working together that would be using it.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – Mayor Rhodes reported on her meeting with the Arborist Gary Needs of Payette, Idaho on June 23, 2010.  See agenda items report from Mayor Rhodes for details.  Arborist Needs is also a tree trimmer and gave the City a quote to trim the trees.  The total proposed is $635.00.  Mayor Rhodes will be meeting with another arborist from RC & D this Thursday for a second opinion.  Mayor Rhodes would like permission from the council to have the trees trimmed by the first arborist Gary Needs of NaturalTree if the second opinion concurs.  Nina Hawkins made a motion to give the mayor approval to have the trees trimmed if the second arborist opinion concurs with the first.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Cambridge Rodeo Board Lease and Land Swap Proposal with Washington County  - Mayor Rhodes reported she had presented the land swap proposal to the Washington County Commissioners on June 28, 2010.  The commissioners still had questions about ownership so Mayor Rhodes told the commissioners she had previously submitted all of the paperwork to Georgia Plishke but would do it again in case there were any questions.  Mayor Rhodes also reported that she had tried to call Chairman Rick Michael after the meeting to see when they would be on the agenda again but had had no call back.  She had also asked County Clerk Betty Thomas to be sure to let her know when they would be on the agenda again as Clerk Thomas did not know when it would be on again.  Mayor Rhodes will continue to pursue the land swap with the county and will update the council at its next meeting.  
Mosquito Abatement – Councilmember Carson Kindall reported on his findings on mosquito abatement.  He mentioned insurance was a big sticking point.  It was noted that Kanady’s are already treating their pond by putting in larvicides.  He presented the kind of larvacide they use and prices for Ernie to make a comparison with ours.  Councilmember Kindall suggested educating people to care of mosquitoes themselves and the city only larvicide the sewer lagoons.
Set Date for Special Workshop on Water and Sewer Rates – The water and sewer rate study has been completed.  A special workshop is needed to go over the findings with the council.  Carson Kindall made a motion to set the date of a special workshop on water and sewer rates for July 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at Cambridge City Hall.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Approve Tentative Budget for FY 2011- City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee went over the proposed budget for FY2011 with the council.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve the tentative budget for FY2011.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  The proposed budget will be published twice for the public hearing on the budget scheduled for August 9, 2010.

Councilmember Nina Hawkins made a motion to reopen item #3 – Idaho Garboligist – Joe Wrenfrow – Garbage Services in the City.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Wrenfrow asked the council when he could get a RFP form.  Mayor Rhodes noted that some of city ordinance also needed rewritten to get rid of compulsory use, remove specifications and placement of containers, etc… for garbage.  The council wants garbage service to be a subscription service and not compulsory use.  Mayor Rhodes said she would draft a RFP for garbage services in the city for approval at the next meeting.

Adjourn – Nina Hawkins made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:28 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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