City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

January 11, 2010

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on January 11, 2010 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Mike Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. Present were Mayor Mike Campbell, Council President Nan Rhodes, Carson Kindall, Cy Wert, and Rob Vowell.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Chuck Strickland, Nina Hawkins, and Jeff Chance. 

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Mike Campbell welcomed patrons to the meeting and Cy Wert led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Carson Kindall made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Nan Rhodes seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular meeting Dec. 14, 2009, and approve payment of bills)

Swearing In of New Mayor and City Council Members – City Clerk Sandra McKee gave the oath of office to the new Mayor Nannette Rhodes, new councilmember Nina Hawkins, and incumbent councilmember Cy Wert.  The new councilmembers and mayor were then seated.

Elect President of the Council – Nominations were opened for Council President.  Carson Kindall nominated Cy Wert as Council President.  No other nominations were made so nominations were closed.  Carson Kindall made a motion to elect Cy Wert as Council President and Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and was approved unanimously.

Fill Vacancy on Council – Mayor Nan Rhodes submitted to the council for approval the name of Rob Vowell to fill the vacant council seat left when she was elected mayor.  Cy Wert made a motion seconded by Carson Kindall to approve the recommendation.  The motion passed unanimously.  Rob Vowell was given the oath of office and took the seat on the council.  He will serve as councilmember until the next city election.

Holladay Engineering Report – Andy Gehrke of HE reported on the wastewater system.  He informed the council that a DEQ Wastewater Planning Grant Funds Letter of Interest is due by January 15, 2010.  He showed the council a copy of the Planning Grant and information regarding the grant from DEQ.  Andy Gehrke also told the council as an alternative, the City could proceed with a Facility Planning Study without using DEQ grant funds.  This reduces the scope of work for the environmental components and the City could proceed with portions as allowed by the budget.  Some examples are seepage testing, infiltration inflow study, collection system study, and treatment study.  Mr. Gehrke also reported that additional test results and additional water balance information requested by the EPA had been submitted.  EPA should be issuing a letter regarding the NPDES Discharge Permit Renewal soon.    The current permit expires on March 31, 2010.  EPA will issue the City a new permit and give the City an opportunity to comment.  It is unknown when the new permit will be used or what changes it will contain.  There is potential for nutrient limits.  EPA has a backlog of permits and it is typical for the current permit limits to remain in effect until EPA issues the new permit.  Some upcoming considerations the council may want to look at include seepage testing of the treatment lagoons that is required by April 15, 2012.  Due to weather constraints of the testing it should be completed by the fall of 2011.  Testing cannot be conducted when there is possibility of freezing conditions.  Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton commented that doing the seepage testing in 2010 might be a good idea as many others will wait till 2011 to do the testing.  Andy agreed that the sooner the better.  It was thought the approximate cost of a seepage study would be between $7,500.00 and $10,000.00.

Wastewater Planning Grant Application – After some discussion Rob Vowell made a motion seconded by Cy Wert to have Holladay Engineering apply for a Wastewater Planning Grant for the City of Cambridge.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

Financial Report – City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee reported that quarterly financial reports for all funds were put in their council packets and she would be compiling from this information the Quarterly Treasurer’s Report to be published in the paper by the end of the month.  She also updated the council of frustration and problems with ABS.  Last month when they returned the information the book balances was not even on and she had to correct the information they had returned.  Some discussion was held regarding fund accounting software.  At this point she would still like to keep working at getting ABS running correctly as other vendors such as Caselle and Black Mountain are expensive.  Ernie Houghton also noted to the council that the billing on the chemical dosing pump approved at the previous meeting had come in at $2.94 over what had been approved.  He was not sure exactly why different than the quote but thought it must have been with the freight.  He wanted the council to be aware of the overage.

Adjourn – Carson Kindall made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 7:50 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette Rhodes, Mayor

PAGE  
1

