City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

February 8, 2016
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on February 8, 2016 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Verl Cate, and Jeff Chance.  One councilmember position is still vacant.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Thel Pearson, Jon Anderson, Nina Hawkins, Tammi Holman, Ardis Boll, Grace Ertel, and Brady Johnston of WCSO.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Verl Cate led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Cy Wert made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of the regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills). Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the Environmental Document is underway as well as work on draft plans for the Community Choices Sidewalk Project.  The 4th Street Project topographic survey has been completed and plans and specifications are being prepared.  USDA-RD does not yet have their new funding allocation but expects it any day so we are waiting on our additional funding to be approved for the Wastewater Phase 1 Project.  Engineering Amendment No 4 has been prepared for the services related to the project addition under the additional RD funding, contingent upon funding.
Wastewater Improvement Project - Engineering Payment Application #14 and Engineering Contract Amendment #4 Contingent on Additional Funding USDA RD – Discussion was held concerning the above items.  Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering explained the engineering contract would be contingent upon funding from USDA RD.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve Engineering Payment Application #14 and Engineering Contract Amendment #4 contingent on additional funding from USDA RD.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
ITD Community Choices Sidewalk & Drainage Improvements Project Including Trees & Lighting – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported on this project during the regular report item.
ICDBG Wastewater Phase 2 – Holladay Engineering Payment Application #2 and Jim Birdsall Report – Jim Birdsall was unable to attend the meeting.  Andy Gehrke reported that the Environmental Assessment was approved and the FONSI Combined Notice and Request for Release of Funds was ready to be posted or published.  City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that she had posted the Combined Notice on Monday Feb 8th.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve Holladay Engineering Payment Application #2.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Electronic Reader Board Ardis Boll and students – Ardis Boll a teacher/advisor from CHS and Grace Ertel, a student presented a plan they working on to obtain an electronic reader board to encourage school spirit and community collaboration.  They hope to raise funds to obtain a Titan reader board for the schools as well as the community to use.  They asked the council for ideas of where it might be placed in a City ROW that would be acceptable to the city.  Many ideas were discussed and will be looked into.  The council was supportive of trying to find a place for the reader board.  Ardis Boll and Grace Ertel will keep in contact with City Clerk Sandra McKee in moving forward with plans for the project.
Recycling – Mayor Rhodes reported that she had attended the Washington County Commissioners meeting when the Cambridge Senior Lego Robotics Team presented to the commissioners about the possibility of helping with recycling in the Cambridge area.  The commissioners said they have been looking at a county recycling center like what Adams County is doing.  They have not allocated funds in this years’ budget so did not want to do anything with recycling until a new budget is done. Mayor Rhodes had talked with Sara Kindall and advisor of the Senior Lego Robotics Team about a 6 month trial recycling program.  If they could find funding for half of the cost she had hoped the city could do the other half.  The council discussed the issue and wasn’t sure if they wanted to fund a 6 month trial.  It was decided to have Cy Wert talk with Sara Kindall about possibilities for recycling.

Approve Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for 2016 – No applications were received.  Bron Leuthold is still in the process of obtaining a license but it looks like it may not be approved for another month.

Consider Sale of City Property at N 5th Street – City Clerk Sandra McKee presented the process for the city to convey real property according to state code.  There were more items she needed detailed in order to move forward with the process. Discussion was held regarding the property owned by the city on N 5th Street.  The council decided to try to get more information on the property before continuing the process. It will be reported at the next meeting.
Ordinance #2-2016 – Vacation & Abandonment of 1st Street Extended, Retaining Utility Easement, & Abandoning Sewer Lines on Parcel 5780 & 5760 – Discussion was held on the ordinance and each councilmember gave their position on it.  Jeff Chance made a motion to introduce and read Ordinance #2-2016 1st Street Extended by title only under suspension of rules and regulations.  The motion was seconded by Cy Wert.  City Clerk Sandra McKee took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate nay, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed.  Jeff Chance then read Ordinance #2-2016 by title only.  Jeff Chance made a motion to suspend the rules and regulations and waive the 2nd and 3rd readings and vote on Ordinance #2-2016.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with councilmember chance aye, Councilmember Cate nay, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed.  Jeff Chance then made a motion to pass Ordinance #2-2016 under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only.  The motion was seconded by Cy Wert.  The city clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate nay, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion and ordinance passed.
Review Water & Sewer Regulations Chapter 8 of City Code – City Clerk Sandra McKee led a discussion about the section of city code that talked about property owners shall be responsible for all water and sewer costs even if the property is rented or leased to another person.  She shared with the council a conversation between the city attorney and another attorney regarding this issue.  A class action suit is being threatened.  The council felt that they supported that section of code and felt the city would have good legal standing if tested.
Adjourn – Verl Cate made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jeff Chance seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:44 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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