City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

February 12, 2018
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on February 12, 2018 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Toothman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Jack Toothman, Council President Mark Loveland, Verl Cate, Jeff Chance, and Gary Franklin.  Also present were Sandra McKee City Clerk-Treasurer, Ernie Houghton Public Works Superintendent, Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers, Richard Trost, Nadine Chance, Thel Pearson, Lyle Sall, Steve Nettleton, Robert Almanzo of HECO Engineers, Nanette Rhodes, Jon Andersen, Lynda Yoder  
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Toothman welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Mark Loveland led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approve Current Agenda – Discussion was held regarding the change of agenda format and the consent agenda wanted by Mayor Toothman.  Jeff Chance made a motion to go back to the consent agenda as in previous meetings.  Verl Cate seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on with Verl Cate aye, Jeff Chance aye, Mark Loveland nay, and Gary Franklin nay.  Mayor Jack Toothman broke the tie with a nay vote.  The motion did not pass.  Mark Loveland then made a motion to approve the current agenda.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
Read Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting January 15, 2018 and Approve –   Mayor Toothman read the minutes out loud from January 15, 2018.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the minutes as read.  Mark Loveland seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Read and Approve Payment of Bills – It was decided not to read each bill.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the bills.  Gary Franklin seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Clarification of Minutes December 11, 2017 – Clarification of the minutes of December 11, 2017 were presented by Ernie Houghton the acting city clerk on that day taking minutes.  
CLARIFICATION for Minutes referring to Agenda Item #6

December 11, 2017

The City Council Regular Meeting minutes for December 11, 2017 have an error that needs to be clarified.

The minutes of the City Council Meeting incorrectly state that discussion was held during the City Council Meeting about the Property Owner at 200 S. Railroad Street refusing to sign the Waiver Agreement. This was not discussed during this meeting. Mayor Rhodes said that after consulting AIC and the City Attorney, she will start negotiations with the three property owners in violation of City Sewer Code and that it appears that there will be no problem with two of the three property owners for signing the Waiver Agreement.  

Item #6 on Agenda (as written)

Sewer Connection Violations 310 N. Railroad St, 130 E. Central Blvd, 200 S. Railroad St – Mayor Rhodes reported on the three properties that were not yet connected to the new Sewer Main recently installed as part of the Wastewater Project Phase 2 along Railroad Street. After discussion regarding the requirement to connect the three house sewers to the new Sewer Main, and the confirmation of such by City Attorney Bert Osborn, Mayor Rhodes discussed an additional waiver for each of the three properties in violation of City Code until August 1, 2018 if they sign an agreement to either be connected to the Sewer Main by then or the Connection Fee of $1000.00 will apply at that time.  The Property Owner at 130 E. Central Blvd has verbally agreed to this agreement. The Property Owner at 310 N. Railroad Street is considering this agreement, and the Property Owner at 200 S. Railroad Street has refused this agreement. Mayor Rhodes will pursue the options available.
Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the clarification of minutes of December 11, 2017 by Ernie Houghton.  Mark Loveland seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
HECO Engineers Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers reported that on the LHTAC Local Strategic Initiative Program Cambridge scored 340.5.  The top score was 451.5.  This funding is for the 2nd Street Improvements project.  It is unknown where the cutoff for funding is and how many projects will be able to be funded.  HECO Engineers hope to have more information by the March meeting.  The rankings for the LHTAC Children Pedestrian Safety Program have also been released.  The Cambridge US Highway 95 Sidewalk & Drainage Improvements Phase 3 Project ranked #54 out of 71 projects.  The fundable project cut-off limit is not yet known.  Mr. Gehrke also reported that Idaho DEQ will begin issuing IPDES municipal permits as of July 1, 2018.  The timing of the city’s permit renewal is still unknown.  This is for our wastewater system and discharging.
Wastewater Improvement Project Phase 2 – Progress Report #21, HECO Pay Application #23,  and Warrington Payment Application #6 – A payment application from Warrington was not received and a progress report is not required to pay just the HECO bill.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve HECO Pay Application #23.  Gary Franklin seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Support for Visitors Guide Expedition – Your Guide to Southwest Idaho – Brandie Lincoln – Brandie Lincoln was tied up in another meeting and wasn’t sure if she would be able to make it to this one.  Discussion was held.  The council asked for this item to be moved to the end of the agenda so if Brandie Lincoln was able to make the meeting her input could be used.  It will become the new item #17.
Sewer Connection Waivers and Violation Update Report – City Clerk – City Clerk Sandra McKee gave the following report on the sewer connection violation.  It has been turned over to the State of Idaho.  It is the State of Idaho vs Jack Toothman.  The Citation was issued on January 11, 2018 which is a misdemeanor.  It is going to a jury trial that is scheduled for February 20, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.  The judge is David Eames.  No one else has been cited.  Waiver Agreements have been received from all other parties.    
Review Policy on Reappointing City Officials and Auditor Report Recommendations –   Gary Franklin asked about the policy on reappointing city officials.  He stated that previously when he was on the council this was done every year.  City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that appointed officials are appointed until they are removed or resign.  Appointments do not need to be made yearly.  Mr. Franklin also asked about segregation of duties as reported in the auditor’s report.  Discussion was held on the issue and on the clerk-treasurer position.
Ordinance Review and Discussion – City Clerk Sandra McKee stated that Mayor Toothman had wanted this on the agenda every month for councilmembers and citizens to discuss ordinances they had concerns about or would like amended.  The City Clerk talked with AIC and they said that having this on the agenda each month would be unacceptable and not meet notice requirements to the public.  The public has a right to know what is going to be discussed to decide if they want to attend the meeting or not.  Sandra McKee also talked about the ordinance process and costs.  She wanted on record that she had talked with the City Attorney Bert Osborn after the November election regarding the ordinance process in the city.  Sandra was told that if the Mayor Toothman would like anything done with an ordinance to have him call the city attorney.  The city attorney needs to write ordinances to make sure they are legal and enforceable.  The city clerk was instructed to not to deal with the ordinances.  The city clerk in a discussion with the mayor before the meeting was told that he didn’t think the city attorney needed to be contacted and he would take care of it. 
Review Title 10 Chapter 4 – Zoning Regulations and Requirements – Zoning regulations and requirements were discussed.
Review Title 7 Chapter 1 – Streets, Sidewalks, and Public Ways – Discussion was held on the ordinance.  City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that this ordinance was still in the pending file at Sterling Codifiers and if the council was going to make changes we might be able to have it put on hold and not codified to save codification costs.  Jeff Chance made a motion to put this ordinance on hold at Sterling Codifiers and have this item on the agenda again next month.  Mark Loveland seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Review Title 5 Chapter 3 – Dogs – Discussion was held on this ordinance.
Review Title 5 Chapter 4 – Animals – Discussion was held on this ordinance.  Jeff Chance made a motion to table Chapter 3 Dogs and Chapter 4 Animals until next month.  Everyone needs to bring comments and proposed changes to these ordinances for the next meeting.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Discuss Street Sign Changes – Visual Obstruction at Intersections and New Street Light – Gary Franklin inquired about the concrete things left on the land the city donated to the Cambridge Fire District for a new fire station.  Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton will take care of having these things removed.  Mr. Franklin was also concerned about the tree at the rear corner of the Post Office presenting an obstruction for the firemen.  Ernie Houghton was aware of the tree being a possible obstruction and will have it cut down.  It was also mentioned that a street light is needed for the new fire station.  Idaho Power doesn’t install street lights anymore.  The current street lights are grandfathered in.  The Cambridge Fire District may want to make sure a light is included in their plans.
Review City of Cambridge Official Website and Facebook Site – Gary Franklin asked about the city website.  City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that a couple weeks ago she had updated some of the website but there is more updating to do.  The program is not real user friendly and has had some glitches.  The clerk had talked with Levi Morris who created the site and is now back living in Cambridge if he could help her get the site working better and take some time to educate her more on how the program works.  Levi was willing to do that.  Gary Franklin also inquired about the City Facebook Page.  City Clerk Sandra McKee is the administrator on the page.
Support for Visitors Guide Expedition – Your Guide to Southwest Idaho – Brandie Lincoln – Brandie Lincoln was not able to make it to the meeting.  The council reviewed the proposal for support for the Visitors Guide – Expedition.  Verl Cate made a motion to sponsor a half page plain ad in the Visitors Guide - Expedition for $850.00.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Open Forum for Comments or Statements Not Covered in Agenda Items From Citizens in Community – Jon Andersen asked the council if the city had anyone attending the Commercial Club meetings.  Mayor Toothman said that he had been attending their meetings and his wife went to the meeting he was not able to attend last month.  Council President Mark Loveland has also attended some meetings.  City Clerk Sandra McKee had attended some meetings last year but due to medical reasons has not attended lately but may in the future.
***Jeff Chance Oath of Office –   The city clerk errored at the regular meeting held on January 15, 2018 and forgot to swear Jeff Chance in for a another 4 year term.  Mr. Chance was present at that meeting.  After discovering the error City Clerk Sandra McKee gave the Oath of Office to Jeff Chance the next morning on January 16, 2018 at Cambridge City Hall.  Nadine Chance witnessed the swearing in and the Oath of Office was signed by Jeff Chance.  It was witnessed by Nadine Chance and Sandra McKee.  He also received a Certificate of Election.  City Clerk Sandra McKee apologies to Mr. Chance for this oversight.
Adjourn – Verl Cate made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jeff Chance seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:46 p.m.
____________________________________       ________________________________

     Sandra McKee, City Clerk-Treasurer

   Jack Toothman, Mayor
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