City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

December 14, 2009

7:00 p.m.

The regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on December 14, 2009 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Mike Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Mike Campbell, Council President Nan Rhodes, Carson Kindall, Cy Wert, and Rob Vowell.  Also present were City Clerk Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Chuck Strickland, Nina Hawkins, Shirley Atteberry, Jeff Chance, and Shandl McKee  

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Mike Campbell welcomed patrons to the meeting and Rob Vowell led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Current Agenda & Additions to the Agenda  - A motion was made by Nan Rhodes and seconded by Carson Kindall to approve the current agenda as is. The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

Minutes –A motion was made by Carson Kindall and seconded by Rob Vowell to approve Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting November 9, 2009. The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

Payment of Bills – Rob Vowell made a motion to pay the monthly bills.  Nan Rhodes seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and carried unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Cambridge Telephone Company Franchise of a Cable System – Ordinance #10-2009 – Nan Rhodes made a motion to introduce and read Ordinance #10-2009 by title only under suspension of rules and regulations.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Nan Rhodes aye, Carson Kindall aye, Cy Wert aye, and Rob Vowell aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Nan Rhodes read Ordinance #10-2009 by title only.  Nan Rhodes then made a motion to suspend the rules and regulations and waive the 2nd and 3rd readings and vote on Ordinance #10-2009.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and a roll call vote was taken.  Voting were Cy Wert aye, Rob Vowell aye, Nan Rhodes aye, and Carson Kindall aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Nan Rhodes made a motion to pass Ordinance #10-2009 under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with Nan Rhodes aye, Rob Vowell aye, Carson Kindall aye, and Cy Wert aye.  The motion and Ordinance #10-2009 passed unanimously.

FWRT National Recreation Trail Designation – Resolution R6-2009  - Shirley Atteberry was in attendance representing the FWRT to answer questions regarding this designation by the council as requested at the previous meeting.  She explained that the designation is just a status symbol and has no affect on property owners.  It is used on letterhead, lists, and signs etc to provide more exposure for the trail.  Shirley mentioned that property values usually increase for trails with this designation.  To update the council on trail activities she also mentioned that this spring the trail will receive a new slurry seal coat and parking will be restriped.  It was also noted that Don Dopf would plow snow for the trail during the winter on the paved part of the trail in Cambridge.  Shirley Atteberry confirmed to the council that Adams County declined a resolution of support and Washington County and the City of Midvale were still considering one.  The City of Council, City of Weiser, Cambridge Commercial Club, and the Weiser Chamber of Commerce along with the City of Cambridge had all given a resolution of support.

Holladay Engineering – Transportation, Streets, and Roads – Andy Gehrke of HE was not present and there were no new items to report on.

Holladay Engineering – Water System – Andy Gehrke of HE was not present and there were no new items to report on.

Holladay Engineering – Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of HE was not present and there were no new items to report on.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Liquor Licenses – City Market, Office Bar, Hells Canyon Corner, & Brett Newbold – City Clerk Sandra McKee presented completed paperwork and payment for city liquor licenses for City Market, Office Bar, and Hells Canyon Corner.  No paperwork had been received from Brett Newbold so no license could be issued for him.  Rob Vowell made a motion to approve liquor licenses as presented for City Market, Office Bar, and Hells Canyon Corner.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

Approve Purchase of Backup Chemical Dosing Pump – WWTP – Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton explained to the Council the need for a backup chemical dosing pump for the wastewater treatment plant.  If the current one went down it could cause problems for discharging while waiting to get fixed.  Cy Wert made a motion to approve the purchase of a chemical dosing pump in the amount of $1841.00.  Nan Rhodes seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed unanimously.

Washington County Fairgrounds – Helipad  - Mayor Campbell reported that he had met with Washington County Commissioners Roy Mink and Rick Michael concerning putting a helipad at the Washington County Fairgrounds.  One question was who would be responsible and pay for snow removal.  Mayor Campbell stated he had told the commissioners that he thought it should be the county’s responsibility for payment and plowing of snow.  He also mentioned that because having a helipad at the Fairgrounds they would be given an emergency designation so the City would be giving them free water and sewer.  Chuck Strickland had questions and concerns regarding the helipad.  Mayor Campbell will pass on concerns to the commissioners.  Some of the concerns include FFA approval, if a crash happened is the fire department and ambulance were capable to respond to an aircraft fire, grass & debris may need to be taken care of at the pad, and the need for Washington County Sheriff and ISP input.  Jeff Chance and Nina Hawkins also entertained questions and comments.

Panhandling in City – Council President Nan Rhodes reported on her research concerning panhandling in the city.  She had found that panhandling was protected under free speech.  Most cities have had their panhandling laws challenged and have lost, some having to pay damages and legal costs to the panhandlers.  ACLU seems eager to take on these types of cases.  What seem to be working are laws against “aggressive panhandling” and prohibiting panhandling after dark.  Some cities have used public safety laws to circumvent the problem making it illegal to stop and give from cars.  Signs can also be used to ask people not to give to panhandlers.  After some discussion Mayor Campbell stated he would look into getting signs for each end of town.

Annual Road & Street Financial Report – City Clerk Sandra McKee reviewed the annual street report with the council.  It was noted that bringing figures forward from the previous clerks reports makes it look like money is set aside for roads that really isn’t there.  Without final figures from the current street project Clerk Sandra McKee felt she couldn’t call the state yet to help correct the reports and problems.  Accurate figures were used for this year and the old balance brought forward.  Hopefully next year we will be able to fix the street report to get the proper balances.

Financial Reports – City Clerk/Treasurer – City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee reported to the council the problems on financial reports with conflicts between the auditor and John at ABS.  It is hoped to get some of these problems resolved in the future.  She also presented the council with budget reports on all accounts and reported she had moved all of Fund 04 Water Bond to Fund 02 Water Revenue.  By not having to have any transfers between accounts, it is hoped to make things more accurate as it is thought the transfers are not working properly in the software.
ADJOURN – Carson Kindall made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Rob Vowell seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:17 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Mike Campbell, Mayor
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