City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

December 12, 2016
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on December 12, 2016 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cy Wert, Verl Cate, Jeff Chance, and Jon Andersen.  Also present were Sandra McKee City Clerk-Treasurer, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, James Birdsall, Lyle Sall, Thel Pearson, Lynda Yoder, Richard & Debbie Trost, Nina Hawkins, Brandi Lincoln, and Brady Johnson of the WCSO .
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Cy Wert led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of the regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills).  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Visitors Guide Support – Cambridge Commercial Club – Brandi Lincoln of the Cambridge Commercial Club presented her idea to create a Visitors Guide that would include travel/tourism related information and advertisements from the communities of Weiser, Midvale, Cambridge, Council, and New Meadows.  It would let people know what is available on Highway 95 from Weiser to New Meadows.  Some funds may be able to be obtained from the 2% lodging tax for distribution and the ads would pay for the publication costs.  Brandi was meeting with each city and other civic organizations to see if there is support for a visitor’s guide.  After some discussion Jeff Chance made a motion seconded by Jon Andersen in support of a Visitor’s Guide and the city may be willing to contribute to the cause depending upon the cost and layout when presented with definite figures.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.  
Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that they had met with ITD regarding the community Choices for Idaho US 95 Sidewalk & Drainage Improvements Project the week of December 5th and are revising the plans and specs based on additional ITD comments.  Bidding is anticipated in January, depending on ITD approval.  Mr. Gehrke also reported that on the Wastewater Improvement Project Phase 2 DEQ approval was issued November 21, 2106.  We are now ready to advertise for bids.
Wastewater Improvement Project Phase 1 – Warrington Construction Payment Application #13 (Final) – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve Warrington Construction Payment Application #13 (Final).  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Recycling – After much discussion on recycling Jeff Chance made a motion to keep the recycling container through January with the city picking up and balance above the $1,500.00 maximum committed by The Upper Country Education Foundation if needed.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. The Upper Country Education Foundation will be meeting soon and the city wants their input before a final decision is made on whether to continue the program. 
Approve Alcoholic Beverage Permits – Verl Cate made a motion to approved Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for FY2017 for Bron Leuthold dba The Office Bar for beer, retail liquor and wine; Jay Reiss dba Loveland’s General Store for bottled or canned beer not to be consumed on premises and retail wine not consumed on premises; and Jay Reiss dba Jay’s Sinclair for bottled or canned beer not to be consumed on premises and retail wine not consumed on premises.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Accept Audit for FY2016 – Quest CPA’s P.C. – The FY2016 Audit conducted by Quest CPA’s P.C. was presented for council review.  Kurt Folke, CPA who conducted the audit gave a written audit summary for the FY16 audit.  He stated he was pleased to report the audit went very well and there were no exceptions to the audit procedures. He said as usual, Sandra had the books and records in excellent shape and did a great job of having everything ready for the audit.  Regarding the finances he noted that the Water Fund had a decrease of $9,957 primarily due to a number of improvements made this year and a PERSI Pension Loss of $7,853 that is a non-cash expense.  The Sewer Fund and an increase of $1,129,310 due to the large USDA and ICDBG grants it received.  Once the Wastewater Projects are complete and depreciating we will be able to get a better picture of how this fund is operating (without the non-operating grants).  The General Fund had an increase of $13,386 and the Museum Fund and increase of $2,529.  These funds are doing well.  The auditor also praised the city for making some tremendous investments in its infrastructure and utility system in the last few years. Jeff Chance made a motion to accept the Audit for FY2016 from Quest CPA’s P.C.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Approve Meeting Dates for 2017 – City Clerk Sandra McKee presented the council with the 2017 meeting dates.  All dates fell on the second Monday of each month as outlined in city code with no dates needing an exception. Cy Wert made a motion to approve the 2017 Meeting Dates as presented.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
Consider Purchasing City Truck –   Discussion was held concerning the city purchasing a city truck for the Public Works Superintendent to use for streets, water, sewer, and other city needs.  Mayor Rhodes asked the council for a spending limit on a truck but to let the staff decide on the exact truck and purchase as long as it didn’t go over the limit set.  Jeff Chance made a motion to put a limit of $7,500 on purchasing a truck for the city with the limit to be reconsidered later if needed.  Jon Andersen seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Adjourn – Jeff Chance made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Jon Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:32 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

     Sandra McKee, City Clerk-Treasurer

   Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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