City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

December 12, 2011

7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on December 12, 2011 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Rob Vowell, Carson Kindall, and Matthew Cox.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Samantha Starks of WCSO, Mary James, Nina Hawkins, Brett Newbold, and Jeff Chance.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Carson Kindall led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda – Cy Wert made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) moving under current agenda item #8 to item #4 and renumber the rest.  Matt Cox seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report  - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported on LHTAC & LRHIP funding.  It was discovered that starting this year the city could only submit one application either for the 4th Street Project or the Transportation Plan but not both.  An application was submitted for the 4th Street Construction funding for this year.  Results will be available in March 2012.  Mr. Gehrke updated the council on the DEQ Wastewater Planning Grant.  Work is still underway on development of alternatives for the collection system and treatment facility improvements, Capital Improvement Plan, and the collection system master plan map.  The City Limits map will also be updated to reflect changes the county had not made on the map.  Andy Gehrke also suggested to the council that rezoning some land around the lagoon might need to be done to meet some of the new requirements.

DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Work is still in progress - nothing requiring action.

Ordinance #5-2011 – Rescind Involuntary Water & Sewer Part of Ordinance #4-2011 and Rescind City Polling Hours - Discussion was held regarding rescinding the above ordinance as talked about at the last meeting.  Mayor Rhodes stated she had talked with City Attorney Bert Osborn and he stated he had a differing legal interpretation on the matter than Jerry Mason at AIC.  Mr. Osborn told the Mayor he had gone around many times on this subject with Jerry Mason.  The differences in legal interpretation have never been challenged either way to know which legal opinion would hold up is not known. After much discussion the council asked the Mayor to rework Ordinance #5-2011 but not rescind the involuntary abandonment part.  Mayor Rhodes will contact Sterling Codifiers, Inc. to have them go ahead on the codifying of Ordinance #4-2011.

Brett Newbold – Utility /Billing Request Waiver – Brett Newbold addressed the council about his overdue utility bill and if any waiver of late charges could be waived on his bill.  It was also suggested by the Mayor that instead of a waiver of late charges maybe the council could make a legal agreement to have these charges attached to the escrow when the property was sold and paid to the City at that time.  This would be recorded so it couldn’t be lost on the property.  The City then could start his utility billing account out at current charges.  Matt Cox made a motion to have a legal agreement written having utility charges to date of $1,777.76 between the City of Cambridge and Brett Newbold attached at escrow to be paid by Brett Newbold to the City at that time and also to have this document recorded.   Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Mayor Rhodes will contact the attorney regarding this agreement.

Approve Applications for Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses – Office Bar, Hells Canyon Corner Corp., and Loveland’s General Store – Matthew Cox made a motion to approve applications for Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for the Office Bar, Hells Canyon Corner Corp., and Loveland’s General Store.  Carson Kindall seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

Emergency Preparedness Backup Propane Tanks at Well – Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton presented a proposal for emergency power modifications for the well sites to the council.  Currently an extended power outage of 1-2 days or more would result in the loss of water supply for all City residents.  He proposed installing additional propane tanks at the well for backup power to supply water.  The Public Works Superintendent presented several different options (see findings of fact proposal for emergency power modifications for well sites).  Matt Cox made a motion to approve option 5 b. – keep the current 1000-gallon leased tank ($100/yr), purchase the used 2000-gallon tank described below (tank in Weiser for $1500.00. plus will need a valve or pressure relief), and lease one additional 1000-gallon tank ($100/yr).  This would yield 4000 gallons of propane on site.  Additional tanks would not be filled until summer when prices may be lower.  Rob Vowell seconded the motion and a vote was taken.  Rob Vowell, Cy Wert, and Matthew Cox aye, and Carson Kindall nay.  The motion passed. 

Mayor’s Report on AIC Training Held November 28, 2011 –Mayor Rhodes reported on the AIC training she had attended in Boise.  She had attended two sessions and Matthew Cox and Mary James attended one session.  She highlighted a few items such as changing our public hearing procedures for planning and zoning to get things more in compliance.  She also mentioned the importance of confidentiality of executive sessions and conflict of interest matters.

Draft Zoning Changes for New Ordinance – After some discussion on draft zoning changes it was decided that the council would schedule a workshop at the January meeting for late January in order to have more time to focus on zoning.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – Trees were discussed and Mayor Rhodes mentioned information she had received from Gerry Bates concerning whether adjacent property owners could be required to water trees.  He had stated you could require adjacent property owners but City Clerk Sandra McKee stated she had talked with other cities and they had told her you could not.  More research will need to be done on this subject.  Councilmember Kindall also suggested forming an Adopt a Tree Program.  The draft of a sign ordinance was discussed.  Matthew Cox would like to see 4-3-5-c to be deleted.  Mayor Rhodes will take the information discussed and draft into a more official sign ordinance.

Executive Session – 67-2345 1 (A) Hiring a Public Officer  - Rob Vowell made a motion to go into Executive Session according to Idaho Code 67-2345 1(A) Hiring Public Officer.  Matthew Cox seconded the motion and the clerk took a roll call vote with councilmember Kindall aye, councilmember Cox aye, councilmember Vowell aye, and councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously and the council entered executive session at 9:13 p.m.  Rob Vowell made a motion to come out of executive session and Matthew Cox seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously and the council reconvened in regular session at 9:18 p.m.

Adjourn – Matthew Cox made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Carson Kindall seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:19 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

