City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

August 14, 2017
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on August 14, 2017 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cy Wert, Verl Cate, Jeff Chance, and Jon Andersen.  Also present were Sandra McKee City Clerk-Treasurer, Ernie Houghton Public Works Superintendent, Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers, Lyle Sall, Thel Pearson, Jim Birdsall, Betty Erberich, Don Billings, Nina Hawkins, Lynda Yoder, and Jeri Bemis.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and 
Jeff Chance led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of the regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills) Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Mill Road Reconstruction in City Limits – Ernie Houghton read comments into record as follows:
Mill Rd Reconstruction Inside City Limits
As part of the Wastewater Phase 2 project currently under construction, a new sewer line extension will be installed along the northerly edge of Mill Rd from the intersection with N. Superior and Cemetery Rd to Councilmember John Anderson’s property located at 2826 Mill Rd. As part of the installation of the new sewer line, a storm drain culvert at the edge of Anderson’s property must be relocated / replaced to allow the sewer line to gravity flow to the downstream manhole. Mill Rd, inside the City Limits, has numerous potholes and patches now, and a sizeable strip of existing asphalt will need to be removed to install the sewer line.

One or two years ago, Washington County had offered to (probably) include the City portion of Mill Rd in their larger project which involved the excavation of the roadbed along the entire length of Mill Rd (City and County), and hauling in base rock, road-mix gravel, and asphalting the entire length of roadway. The City was ecstatic. By the fall of 2016, the County said they would not agree to include the asphalt in the City portion of Mill Rd in their project, and possibly not even the roadbed replacement.

Last Tuesday, Washington County said that the Commissioners would still agree to include the City portion as part of their project again except for the asphalt. They would excavate the old roadbed as necessary, lay down road-base rock, top with crushed gravel, roll/compact, and would also provide labor and equipment to relocate/replace the storm drain culvert at Anderson’s property line if the City would provide the culvert. Washington County said they do not have the budget for asphalt on the County portion this year, but expected to lay asphalt on their portion next year (2018). The County also said that they would spray Mag Chloride on the City portion for dust control anytime that they sprayed the County portion.

I told Washington County that the City would be very interested, but that I needed to confer with the Mayor. I called the Mayor and explained the situation, and she agreed that this was a wonderful gift from the County, with an estimated value based upon the recent 4th Street project in excess of $44,000.00, and the City would be foolish not to accept it. The County was scheduled to start work on it next week or shortly after the Eclipse. I called Washington County and accepted their offer, and so they could finalize their construction preparation which would include the City portion.

This is a substantial benefit to the 239 water user/patrons of the City who will not have to pay $44,000.00 or more to have this work done before a future street project. There is a small amount of asphalt repair included in the sewer budget because a strip of Mill Rd in the City will be torn up to install the new sewer line, and depending upon Change Orders and other unforeseen expenses, the City may be able to asphalt a portion of the roadway back. 

There are 3 households that may be affected by the removal of the existing asphalt, one of which is Councilman John Anderson. Mr. Anderson is adamantly opposed to this because of the dust issues.

However, after meeting with the Engineers and the Contractor Thursday afternoon, it appears that there is adequate contingency funds within the current Wastewater-Phase 2 project to place new asphalt on Mill Rd (24’x500’= 12,000 SQ FT = 1,334 SQ YD @ $12.00/SQ YD = $16,008) after Washington County has completed the reconstruction of the road. Unless there are major Change Orders of which we are unaware, this will not affect the asphalt repair on 5th Street or fencing required around Pond 3.

Ernie Houghton
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Mayor Rhodes then reported that today she had received word the Washington County Commissioners had withdrew their offer to help with the road but may consider asking the city to cost share.  With the county withdrawing their offer there is nothing to decide at this point.

HECO Engineers Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers stated that all items to report are all also on the agenda separately so he will report then.
Community Choices of Idaho Sidewalk & Drainage Project – Consultant Services PR #18 – Final – Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers reported that a Pre-Construction Meeting will be held on August 16th.  Jon Andersen made a motion seconded by Jeff Chance to Approve Pay Request #18- Final for Consultant Services.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.
Wastewater Improvement Project Phase 2 – Progress Report #15, HECO Pay Application #17, Warrington Payment Application #2, and Exemption of Grace Period for 2770 Salubria Rd – Discussion was held regarding 2770 Salubria Rd and that during the Phase 2 project it was found that this hookup would require the property owner to install a small lift station to connect to the system.  It was proposed that since the city and the property owners were not aware of this excessive expense until now that the city give an extension of the grace period and allow up to 5 years for connection without connection fees being charged.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve Progress Report #15, HECO Pay Application #17, Warrington Pay Application #2, and an exemption of the grace period for 2770 Salubria Rd from 60 days to 5 years.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion was voted on with Councilmember Wert aye, Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye, and Councilmember Andersen nay.  The motion passed.  Councilmember Andersen wanted the record to show he voted nay as he though the grace period should be even longer. 
Well #1 Arsenic PER – HECO Pay Application #6 and Summary of Draft PER & ER Report – Andy Gehrke of HECO Engineers reviewed the Summary Draft Preliminary Engineering Report and Environmental Report with the council.  Ernie Houghton had a few comments to consider for revision on behalf of the council and Andy asked if the council had any other comments to please send them to him in the next week.  The report will be revised and submitted to USDA RD and DEQ for regulatory review.  Jeff Chance then made a motion to approve HECO Pay Application #6.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Community Facilities Grant – Equipment for CBD Project – Benches – Discussion was held regarding the Community Facilities Grant and the possibility of using the balance of the grant for benches instead of lighting.  It was noted that Jeri Bemis had bought 4 benches a couple years ago and had placed them in the Central Business District for use as some of the old ones had gotten so bad.  Jeri has written a letter donating those benches to the City of Cambridge.  A memorial bench in memory of Raymond VanOrder has also been made and has been asked to be placed in from of Loveland’s General Store.  This bench and the four benches donated by Jeri Bemis will be incorporated into the plan for the project.  Ten benches are still needed.  Jon Andersen made a motion to use the balance of funds in the Community Facilities Grant for benches.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Solar Eclipse Update –City Clerk Sandra McKee reported on Hardin Sanitation bringing in extra dumpsters for the event for no charge.  She also gave an update of plans for Cambridge organized by the Cambridge Commercial Club and information received from planning meetings with Washington County. 
Request to Condemn Property at 540 Cemetery Rd – The council reviewed the recommendation by Chad Brock, the Washington County Building Official the city contracts with.  He stated that he had found many issues with this building and foresees a lot of work ahead but doesn’t feel there is grounds for condemning this building.  If a building is not structurally sound it can be condemned, unless it can be easily and safely repaired.  This building is in need of many repairs that can be easily made.  Jon Andersen made a motion to not move forward on any condemnation at 540 Cemetery Rd.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
Friends of the Weiser River Trail – Restrooms at Kiosk – Discussion was held regarding supporting the FWRT getting a grant to put in restrooms at the trail kiosk in Cambridge.  Verl Cate made a motion to support the Friends of the Weiser River Trail in getting a grant to install restrooms at the FWRT Kiosk in Cambridge.  Jeff chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Approve Budget for FY2018 & Certification of Property Tax Levy – City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee explained the Budget for FY2018 and request and Certification of Property Tax Levy.  Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the Budget for FY 2018 and Certification of Property Tax Levy.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Ordinance #1-2018 – Annual Appropriations Ordinance – Jeff Chance made a motion to introduce and read Ordinance #1-2018 Annual Appropriations Ordinance by title only under suspension of rules and regulations.  The motion was seconded by Cy Wert.  Mayor Rhodes asked City Clerk Sandra McKee to take a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye, Councilmember Andersen aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Jeff Chance then read Ordinance #1-2018 by title only.  Jeff Chance made a motion to suspend the rules and regulations and waive the 2nd and 3rd readings and vote on Ordinance #1-2018 Annual Appropriations Ordinance.  Verl Cate seconded the motion and the city clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye, Councilmember Andersen aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously. Jeff Chance then made a motion to pass Ordinance #1-2018 under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only.  Cy Wert seconded the motion.  Sandra McKee, City Clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Cate aye, Councilmember Andersen aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion and ordinance passed unanimously.
Audit Agreement FY2017, FY2018, FY2019 Quest CPAs PLLC - An audit agreement from Quest CPA’s PLLC was considered.  Jon Andersen made a motion to approve the audit agreement with Quest CPA’s PLLC for FY2017, FY2018, and FY2019.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Sidewalk Ordinance –   Jeff Chance made a motion to table this item until the next meeting.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed.
City Election Information – City Clerk Sandra McKee reported that city elections are coming up.  The candidate filing period opens at 8:00 a.m. on August 28, 2017 and ends September 8, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The offices up for election include the Mayor 4 year term, Councilmember 4 year term, Councilmember 4 year term, and Councilmember 2 year term.  Declaration of Candidacy forms are available at City Hall.
Adjourn – Jeff Chance made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Verl Cate seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at approximately 9:45 p.m.
____________________________________       ________________________________

     Sandra McKee, City Clerk-Treasurer

   Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor
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