City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

April 9, 2012

7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on April 9, 2012 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Matthew Cox, Mary James, and Jeff Chance.  Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering, Tom Anderson, Chuck Strickland, Jim Erberich, Thel Pearson, and WCSO Samantha Starks.

Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting.  Mayor Rhodes also led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Consent Agenda – Cy Wert made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve minutes of regular city council meeting, and approve payment of bills).  Mary James seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that for FY2013 Cambridge was ranked 33 out of 57 applications for the LHTAC Local Rural Highway Investment Program (LRHIP) funding.  LHTAC awarded the top 18 applications.  He suggested that the city might want to consider applying for a transportation plan next time, as that would help the city score higher for construction funding.

DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering reported that the Draft Facility Plan Report had been reviewed by Jack Gantz at DEQ and he had issued review comments on April 5, 2012. Andy told the council that one of the comments by DEQ regarded zoning and setbacks for property at the lagoons and surrounding area.  He encouraged the council to continue to work on this issue.  The Draft Report will be modified to address the City and DEQ comments prior to approval for public comment.  After public comments are received and final alternative selection, the Final Facility Plan will be prepared and submitted.

Tom Anderson– Candidate for Washington County Commissioner District I – Tom Anderson introduced himself to the council and stated that he was running for Washington County Commissioner District I.  He told the council that if elected he promised to come to Cambridge a couple times a year at a minimum to keep informed about the needs and concerns of the area.  He will be at Meet The Candidates being held later in the month in Cambridge.

Financial Reports, Black Mountain Software, & Computer Updates – City Clerk – City Clerk /Treasurer Sandra McKee showed the council the new chart of accounts on BMS and stated that it is taken directly off of AIC Budget Manual Model Chart of Accounts by the State.  She talked about the income statement, balance statement, and cash report.  Sandra McKee reported the transition from American Business Systems (ABS) to Black Mountain Software (BMS) has gone well.  Her computer has been having some problems and she hopes that it will last a little longer even though it is 5 plus years old.  Sandra McKee reported that City Intern Holden McKee was an invaluable part of the transition as he helped set up all UB Customers and meter information and learned many other parts of the new system.  Holden had sent a thank you letter to the mayor and council in appreciation of having the opportunity of serving an internship with the city.  Holden McKee had worked 185 hours for the City of Cambridge as a volunteer.  Discussion was held in regards to giving Holden some type of appreciation gift for his service as an intern.  After much discussion Jeff Chance made a motion to give Holden McKee a check in the amount of $250.00 as a gift as well as a certificate of appreciate to thank him for all service.  Cy Wert seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Idaho State Historical Society – Local Historic Preservation Commission Members for Appointment – Mayor Rhodes informed the council about her meeting with Ann Swanson of the Idaho State Historical Society.  Thel Pearson of the Museum, Sandra McKee City Clerk/Treasurer, and Holden McKee City Intern were also present at the meeting.  The city many years ago had formed a Local Historic Preservation Commission and participated in the CLG Program but had not kept things active and updated.  Ann Swanson had wanted to know if the city wanted to continue with the commission or dissolve it.  It was decided to keep it and get it up and functioning again as grants are not available without it to help the Museum.  The purpose of the commission is historic preservation and projects.  Mayor Rhodes asked Thel Pearson who was in attendance at the meeting if she could finish filling out the evaluation and questions that the Idaho State Historical Society was needing as she didn’t have the information for some of the questions.  Thel Pearson agreed to finish filling it out and send it in.  The council will have to advertise for commission positions in the near future and make appointments to get the commission in place again.

Draft Zoning Changes for New Ordinance – Discussion was held on the rezoning needs that DEQ would need for the Wastewater Facility Plan.  Andy Gehrke will get the council more information from DEQ on what is required and how soon it would need to be done.  Rezoning the area around the lagoons will need to be a top priority.  The council reviewed the Proposed Zoning Map included in the packet by the Mayor.  The council liked the map and would like to continue the process from it.  It has a Central Business District, Commercial, and Residential zoning with no multi-use.  Changes to the code definition of Central Business District (CBD) would need to be made.  Then changes to the Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map would need to be made.  After that was complete a public hearing would need to be held and then the rezone process could begin.  The Mayor will work more on the above for the next meeting.

City ROW Landscaping and Beautification on Hwy 95 and Hwy 71 including Central Business District – The council held discussion on the draft sign ordinance prepared by Ernie Houghton and another draft sign ordinance by the Mayor.  Discussion mainly centered on off premise signs. Cy Wert commented that as long as he has had a business in Cambridge he has never had a problem with people finding his business.  He was not sure that off premise signs are needed.  ITD controls Hwy 95 signs as it is a state controlled highway but Hwy 71 is not considered a state controlled highway.  Jeff Chance made a motion seconded by Mary James to table this item and have the council take more time to review the drafts presented.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously.  The Mayor commented that the red parts of the draft ordinances are high priority parts that need consideration and asked the council to review these parts carefully.

Adjourn – Matthew Cox made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mary James seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 8:30 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

