City of Cambridge

Regular Meeting

April 8, 2013
7:00 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Cambridge City Council was held on April 8, 2013 at Cambridge City Hall. Mayor Nanette Rhodes called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Present were Mayor Nanette Rhodes, Council President Cyrus Wert, Nina Hawkins, Mary James, and Jeff Chance.   Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Sandra McKee, Public Works Superintendent Ernie Houghton, Tom Anderson Washington County Commissioner, Boden Myer, Vern H Meyer, Jodee Mink, Jarret Mink, McKensi Busch, Starla Busch, Brendan Wood, Cindy Wood, Karen Myer, Zoe Ertel, Barbara Ertel, Mark Loveland, Logan Farrens, Jared Farrens, and Chance.
Welcome & Flag Salute – Mayor Nanette Rhodes welcomed patrons to the meeting and Nina Hawkins led the Pledge of Allegiance.  A special welcome was made to teacher Karen Meyer and her 3rd & 4th graders and parents in attendance.  They are getting ready for their Box City at school.
Consent Agenda – Jeff Chance made a motion to approve the consent agenda (approve current agenda, approve special council meeting minutes, approve minutes of  regular city council meeting, approve public hearing minutes, and approve payment of bills). Mary James seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Holladay Engineering Report - Transportation, Streets, Roads, Water System and Wastewater System – Andy Gehrke of Holladay Engineering was unable to attend the meeting due to a recent surgery.  Mayor Rhodes presented his engineering status report.  It included that Cambridge was ranked 4th out of 10 and was awarded a $50,000.00 grant for a Transportation Plan.  The funds will be released in the spring of 2014.  Cambridge also ranked 13th out of 21 on the draft list for wastewater construction, but was not high enough to receive loan funding from DEQ at this time.  Public comments are being accepted by DEQ until April 15th, 2013.  It was suggested that the city should consider project funding discussions with USDA-RD.
DEQ FY2011 Wastewater Planning Grant #341-2011-7 – Draft of Facility Plan – nothing requiring action.
Select Engineer to Complete Transportation Plan – After some discussion Nina Hawkins made a motion to select Holladay Engineering as the engineer to complete the transportation plan the city just received.  Mary James seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Tom Anderson Washington County Commissioner – Comments & Concerns of City – Tom Anderson a Washington County Commissioner was here to keep in touch with the City of Cambridge.  He informed the council that a Taxing District Meeting will be held May 3rd at the Vendome in Weiser at noon.  Information will be presented showing how much each taxing district will be required to be paid back because of the Idaho Power (Pacific Corp) lawsuit.  Washington County will have to pay back around $574,000 plus interest over the next two years.  He stated the Weiser Ambulance District was trying to purchase a new ambulance and would appreciate a letter of support.  Mr. Anderson is the county commissioner’s representative on the West Central Highlands RC&D.  He would like each community to give him ideas of how they may need help from the RC&D.  If the city could forward to him their top three projects that they would like to be considered he will take them on to RC&D.  Tom Anderson said that a commissioner will be present for the special meeting the city has scheduled for Monday, April 15, 2013 concerning the Cambridge Rodeo Association’s proposed project and grant.  Tom Anderson then asked if there were and comments or concerns.  Ernie Houghton stated he has had people state that they would like to see the county dump open on one evening a week so those with jobs would be able to get there during the week just not on Saturday afternoon.  Sandra McKee inquired if the county was looking at expanding the Ambulance District to the upper country.  Mr. Anderson said that has been considered and all things are on the table right now but no decisions have been made.  She also asked if the Washington County Fairgrounds had been designated as an emergency shelter.  Mr. Anderson said that the commissioners are looking into that and possibly putting the old generator they have at the fairgrounds if they are able to get a new one for the sheriff’s office in Weiser.
Mark Loveland – Downtown  ROW including Garbage and Asphalt  - Mark Loveland addressed his concern about the broken up asphalt in the ROW downtown and the safety hazard it posed as well as the leaking garbage cans.  He stated the asphalt was put in in the 1960’s and needs replaced and the garbage cans are about 20 years old and the bottoms of them are out so things leak all over the sidewalks.  Mr. Loveland would also like to see the trees replaced with smaller ornamental ones as he believed this was the original intent a long time ago but the wrong ones were purchased.  He believes the trees have gotten out of control with their size and they block the businesses especially the signage.  After some discussion Mary James made a motion to purchase new garbage cans to replace the dilapidated ones with a limit of $1,500.00.  Jeff Chance seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  Ernie Houghton will get bids for asphalt and/or concrete for the council to consider.  Drainage will be an issue that will have to be looked at.  Trees will also be looked into and considered.
Explore Land Acquisition Wastewater Facility – The new wastewater facility plan will require acquisition of land for expansion at our wastewater facility.  The county field by our current lagoons will be needed for expansion.  Mayor Rhodes showed County Commissioner Tom Anderson the area that would need to be considered.  She filled him in on the history and needs of the wastewater facility.  Mr. Anderson will take this information back to the county commissioners.  City Clerk Sandra McKee stated that one reason this item was on the agenda at this time as the city would like all stakeholders in the upcoming Cambridge Rodeo Association project aware of what the city may be doing in the future.
Repeal Ordinance #3-2013 – Emergency Moratorium on Processing of Building Permits in Residential Zone – Councilmember Mary James made a motion to introduce and read an ordinance repealing ordinance #2-2013 lifting the emergency moratorium on building permits in the city’s residential districts.  Councilmember Cy Wert seconded the motion.  City Clerk Sandra McKee took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember James aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Councilmember Mary James then read the ordinance by title only.  Councilmember Mary James then made a motion to suspend the rules and regulation and waive the 2nd and 3rd readings and vote on the ordinance lifting the emergency moratorium.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Jeff Chance.  A roll call vote was taken with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember James aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion passed unanimously.  Councilmember Mary James then made a motion to pass the ordinance under suspension of rules and regulations on one reading by title only and Councilmember Cy Wert seconded the motion.  The clerk took a roll call vote with Councilmember Chance aye, Councilmember Hawkins aye, Councilmember James aye, and Councilmember Wert aye.  The motion and ordinance passed unanimously.

Street Closure for Hells Canyon Days Car Show & Shine June 1, 2013 – A letter was received from the Cambridge Commercial Club requesting a street closure for the upcoming Hells Canyon Days Car Show and Shine on June 1, 2013.  Mary James made a motion to approve the request to close North Superior Street from the intersection of Highway 95 in front of the Pioneer one block east to the intersection of Superior and McKinley, on Saturday, June 1, 2013 from the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. to accommodate the 17th Annual Hells Canyon Days Car Show & Shine.  Nina Hawkins seconded the motion and the motion was voted on and passed unanimously. 
Comprehensive Plan Draft for Updating – Mayor Rhodes stated that after staff has reviewed the comprehensive plan more it was felt that the rezoning that will need to be considered only really affected the Future Land Use Map needing updated at this time.  The rest of the plan could be updated later.  This would also help improve the timeframe to rezone.  Holladay Engineering stated they thought a new zoning map could be included in the transportation plan so if the rezoning was done it time we could have a current new map.  The council reviewed the current Future Land Use Map and Mayor Rhodes presented them with a draft map she had created so they could finish creating a new Future Land Use Map as they see it to bring back to the next meeting.
Adjourn – Mary James made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Nina Hawkins seconded the motion.  The motion was voted on and passed unanimously with the meeting adjourning at 9:08 p.m.

____________________________________       ________________________________

Sandra McKee, City Clerk


       Nanette T. Rhodes, Mayor

