NOTICE TO RESIDENTS WITH SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

To protect the safe drinking water supply of the City of Cambridge from the possibility of contamination or pollution by requiring compliance with state and local plumbing codes, health regulations, OSHA, and other applicable industry standards for water systems, the City Council passed on ordinance requiring all residents with sprinkler systems to install an approved backflow assembly. 

Any new systems must meet this requirement when installed. Existing systems will have until November 30, 2008 to meet this requirement. Atmospheric vacuum breakers are never allowed, and existing atmospheric vacuum breakers will be replaced with an approved backflow assembly by November 30, 2008.

In addition, each resident with a sprinkler system must have the approved backflow assembly tested annually by a Certified Backflow Assembly Technician, at their own expense, and provide the City with the results of each annual test by June 30 of each year. 

Failure to install an approved backflow assembly as required, or failure to have the approved backflow assembly tested annually and results submitted to the City, or the existence of an unprotected cross connection on the premises, shall result in discontinuation of water service.

Please contact City Hall for additional information.

