MEMO FROM THE MAYOR

By Cambridge Mayor Nan Rhodes

  Happy New Year everyone! It has been one year since I took over as Mayor of this beautiful City and I thought it might be a good idea to give everyone an overview of how the City of Cambridge is doing and what is on the horizon for us.

  Over the last year the City of Cambridge has taken strides to streamline how we do business. Our overall finances are looking good and this next year, 2011, should see even more improvement. The budget is still very tight and we are going to have to keep a sharp eye on all expenses but hopefully we have turned the corner and will no longer have any of our funds operating in the red.  

  We have been clarifying and improving parts of our City Code including usage of City owned land and we have just started working on a plan for the beautification of our city entrances and highway corridors, including our downtown.  We will use the 2004 Local Improvement District (LID) committee’s concept design as our starting point. We will then incorporate the plan and overall design of what we want into our city code. This will establish the guidelines to follow and should eliminate any confusion and disparate answers to different people. 

 With all levels of government tightening budgets the chances for any funds to start implementing this future plan will be almost non-existent so when we are done it will have to be implemented over the years as new development takes place. We will keep all options open including possibly reforming an LID. If per chance a grant does become available we will try our hardest to secure it.

  Cambridge has slowly been seeing improvement to some of our roads and sidewalks but many more are in dire need of help. This is something else where we will be on the constant lookout for any grant funds that might be out there. We have already applied for a grant to repave Fourth Street and we should hear if we are successful with our application later this year.

 We have started utilizing the new Sheriff’s Inmate Labor Detail (SILD) that uses week-end inmate labor when they are available, at no cost, to help accomplish things like snow removal on some of our sidewalks. This program is just getting started and it is my hope that it becomes an established program. There will always be a need for extra help for those odd jobs around any town. And the price is right!

  Our wastewater treatment facility (lagoons) will be getting an in-depth look this year in order to create our master plan. This will include which is the optimal direction to expand when it becomes necessary, and the best way for the city to adapt our existing system to the unfunded Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rules coming at us in the near future. This master plan is being partly funded thanks to a Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) grant that we were awarded at the end of last year. We have also been slowly putting aside funds for the assured eventuality of needing to increase our lagoon capacity to meet those EPA mandates.

  Our local economy has shown growth with the commercial club helping to bring a new event, The Bluegrass Festival, to town. Hopefully it will become an annual event that draws in people from all over. A few new, very welcome, businesses have opened their doors including Willy’s Auto, Your Butcher, The Wild Hair beauty salon and a long vacant downtown storefront is now occupied by The Purple Pansy Thrift Store. Also our local grocery store has new owners and it has been renamed Loveland’s General Store complete with a revamping of the layout inside and new longer hours.

 This coming year I would like to start looking into getting the City some Christmas Decorations. We haven’t had any for quite a few years and several people have approached me to mention how much they miss them. They are expensive so creative thinking will be needed.

 Also I would like to see us establish an official city website, something that would include upcoming agendas, minutes of meetings, pictures of the town, links to businesses, events, who your representatives are, our City Code, how to contact the city and anything else that might be needed to allow everyone more access and understanding of what we are doing. I have already reserved a State of Idaho government domain name and now just need a plan to develop the sight. 

 This coming year will present challenges to overcome and opportunities to capitalize on but I believe that by working together we can accomplish a great deal. The people of Cambridge and the whole upper country make this the best place in Idaho to live!

