MEMO FROM THE MAYOR

By Cambridge Mayor Nan Rhodes

  A heartfelt “Thank you” goes to the group of church men that have graciously volunteered to help the city of Cambridge residents clean up the broken branches and trees around town.  It was a particularly harsh winter this year for the trees all over and with these volunteers hard work, our city is starting to shape up for spring.

   The City Council’s discussion of allowing residents in town to keep laying hens is still ongoing. There is much trepidation about problems that will arise if we change our city code to allow laying hens.  We are trying to anticipate all the problems and make sure the solutions are feasible and won’t impact our budget. Things like how to handle loose chickens, flies, wild animals like skunks, raccoons and fox possibly coming into town, what to do if someone’s dog goes after the chickens. The city does not want to add anything to our city code that we won’t be able to enforce. We will be discussing this issue more at May’s council meeting.  

  City Hall received some bad news in that we were not successful in our grant application for funds to repair 4th Street.  We are going to have to make what is left of the asphalt last for a few more years at least. We will continue to apply each year and hope that eventually we are successful.

  The Council has approved the request to hold a farmers market each Saturday tentively starting on July 2nd thru October 8th this year at the city Water Tower Park.  It will be open from 9:00am until noon or earlier if all the produce and baked goods have been sold. 

  During our work on our Right of Way beautification plan, some discussion was held about the old wooden planters around each tree in our downtown business block.  Because of their dilapidated condition it was decided that if a business owner wishes to remove them, the City will support this.  It was further decided that until a permanent City plan is approved and implemented, a business could place flower pots on the City’s right of way as long as it does not constitute a tripping hazard.  The city will only intervene if a problem develops.  Every year the Ag students help beautify our downtown by planting flowers but lately because of the small space at the base of each tree and the tangled root balls taking up almost the entire planting space this has become almost impossible to do. We have long appreciated their efforts and will be approaching their adviser about possible solutions.

  We will also be working on a policy for vendor’s placement of tables and other obstructions during our Hells Canyon Days celebration.  A few problems arose last year with some vendors almost blocking all traffic on the sidewalk and utilizing some of our limited parking all day. After we do adopt our policy it was decided to post it along the businesses a couple of days in advance of vendors’ arrival so they are aware of the restrictions on encroaching too far into the right of way and inform them of a vendors’ parking plan to leave parking open for customers. 

